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November Perking UP - Waterford Rotary Club

Our thanks to Dr. Katie
Dyer for hosting a
wonderful morning of
networking with fellow
members and Waterford
Rotarians at her
beautifully designed
veterinary clinic. Katie is

currently the President of the Waterford Rotary Club. Rotary’s
main objective is service — in the community, in the workplace,
and around the globe. The 1.2 million Rotarians who make up
more than 34,000 Rotary clubs in nearly every country in the
world share a dedication to the ideal of Service Above Self.

Rotary clubs are open to people of all cultures and ethnicities
and are not affiliated with any political or religious
organizations. Waterford Rotary’s involvement in Waterford
schools included establishing an InterAct club in both
Waterford high schools, and giving out over 10,000 pine tree
seedlings to all the Waterford Schools kindergarten classes.
Other projects include: worldwide fight against Polio,
scholarship programs, literacy projects, historical society
building projects and Rotary Park. Rotary meetings are held
every Tuesday at 12:10 p.m. at The Shark's Club located at
6665 Highland Rd. Visit them and learn more about
becoming a Rotary member or contact Katy at
drdyer@familypetpractice.com.

The Waterford Area Chamber of Commerce invites you
to the 20th Annual Meeting & Awards Dinner. Spend

an incredible evening For Your Eyes Only at the Fountains
Golf & Banquet Casino Royale playing blackjack, craps,
roulette, and intrique!

The Annual Dinner is our opportunity to recognize the
accomplishments of our peers and celebrate the
abundant relationships built throughout the year. (See
enclosed insert)

—CasinoRoyaleSponsors—

THURSDAY, JANUARY 24, 2019 5 - 9:30 P.M.

—GoldenEye— —Moonraker—

—007Sponsor—

—Thunderball—

—Skyfall—

19TH ANNUAL MEETING & AWARDS DINNER

Left to Right:  Katy Dyer, Karen Phelps, 
Jesse Barrons, Kent Roberts, Esther Callahan
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BOARD OF
DIRECTORS

2018

EXECUTIVE BOARD

President
Hilary Renno
Edward Jones.

Vice President
Kris Miller

McLaren Oakland

Treasurer
Dr. Adam Apfelblat
Michigan Chiropractic

Specialists of Waterford P.C.

Secretary
Suzette Hallmann
Hallmann Advisors,

CPA & Financial Services

Past President
David Meyer

Coffee Break Services, Inc.

DIRECTORS

Jackie Kopp
ATD Solutions, LLC

Nikki Tippett
Clarkston State Bank  

Nikki Benning
Oakland Yard Athletics

Richard Coatta
RC Golf Lessons

Jennifer Hill
Secrest Wardle

Dave Smith
State Farm

Rhonda Lessel
Waterford School District

Margaret Birch
Waterford Township

Treasurer

Marie Hauswirth
Executive Director

WACC

WACC

YOUNG PROFESSIONALS NETWORK

Monthly
Meeting

&
Networking

OAKLAND COUNTY INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT
6500 Patterson Parkway

December 12 • 10:00 - 11 a.m.

B.U.I.L.D1-December13
Canterbury on-the-Lake

8 - 9 a.m.

B.U.I.L.D2-December14
Oakland County Int’l Airport

12 - 1 p.m.

2018 Perking Up
Schedule of Events 

8 - 9:00 a.m.

Dec. 4               Oakland Yard Athletics
                         5328 Highland Rd.

RIBBON CUTTINGS
DunMor Metal Art
4821 Highland Rd
Waterford, MI 48328 

Friday, December 7, 12:00 p.m.

Jan. 8, 2019     Oakland Hope
                        373 Summit Dr.

Feb. 5, 2019     MI MED Affordable Medical Supplies
                        7688 Highland Rd.

Mar. 5, 2019    Holiday Inn Express
                        4350 Pontiac Lake Rd.

April 2, 2019     Re/Max Eclipse
                        4468 W. Walton Blvd.

May 7, 2019     Canterbury-on-the-Lake
                        5601 Hatchery Rd.

June 4, 2019    Joe’s Army Navy Surplus & Camping
                        981 W. Huron St.

July 2, 2019     Studio 59 Fitness
                        6650 Highland Rd., Ste. 111

Aug. 6, 2019     Tommy’s of Detroit
                        2505 Dixie Hwy.

Sept.10, 2019  Select Auto Care
                        2980 Winton Rd.

Oct. 1, 2019     All Saints Cemetery The Preserve
                        4401 Nelsey Rd.

Oct. 10, 2019   Al Deeby Joint with Clarkston Chamber
                        8700 Dixie Hwy.

Nov. 5, 2019     Lockwood of Waterford
                        1407 Skipper Dr.

Dec. 3, 2019     ATD Solutions, LLC
                        6521 Citation Dr. Ste. 100

Mark Your Calendars - 2019

SAVE THE DATE!
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Members in the News

Members in the News

Secrest Wardle Earns
National and Metropolitan

Rankings on the
U.S. News Best Lawyers

2019 “Best Law Firms” List

Secrest Wardle has proudly received
multiple rankings on the U.S. News
& World Report – Best Lawyers

2019 “Best Law Firms” list in the following categories:

National Tier 3 – Troy
• Land Use & Zoning Law

Metropolitan Tier 1 – Troy
• Insurance Law

Metropolitan Tier 2 - Troy
• Litigation – Municipal

• Municipal Law

• Personal Injury Litigation - Defendants

Metropolitan Tier 3 - Troy
• Land Use & Zoning Law

Firms included in the 2019 Edition of “Best Law Firms” are

recognized for professional excellence with consistently impressive

ratings from clients and peers. Achieving a tiered ranking signals

a unique combination of quality law practice and breadth of legal

expertise.

The 2019 rankings are based on the highest number of

participating firms and highest number of client votes received on

record. To be ledgeable for a ranking, a firm must have a lawyer

recognized first in The Best Lawyers in America, which recognizes

the top five percent of practicing attorneys in the U.S.

Over 16,000 lawyers provided more than 1,125,000 law firm

assessments, and almost 12,000 clients provided more than

107,000 evaluations. A total of 14,643 law firms were reviewed

throughout the United States. Awards were given in 75 national

practice areas and 122 metropolitan practice areas. Additionally,

one "Law Firm of the Year" is named in 74 nationally ranked

practice areas.

Ranked firms, presented in three tiers, are listed on a national and

regional-based scale. Firms that received a tier designation reflect

the high level of respect a firm can earn among other leading

lawyers and clients in the same communities and practice areas.

The 2019 Best Law Firms rankings can be seen in their entirety by

visiting bestlawfirms.usnews.com. Secrest Wardle is a law firm

specializing in defense litigation and counsel for insurance,

municipal, and commercial clients headquartered in Troy, Michigan,

with additional offices in Grand Rapids and Lansing. 

Waterford Chamber

Welcomes New Membership

Development Director,

Nikki Tippett

We are pleased to announce Nikki Tippett has
joined the staff of the Waterford Area Chamber!
Although Nikki lives in Clarkston, she is no
stranger to the Waterford area. “Waterford is where I grew up! I love
all of the great memories I have of the Waterford School District as
a student as well as an employee.” says Nikki. While attending
college at Oakland University, Nikki worked for and volunteered her
time with Waterford Schools. After graduating with an English
degree and teaching certificate, she taught at Durant High School
in Waterford amongst other districts.

Nikki decided to spread her wings into new endeavors and
transitioned into banking as a teller at Clarkston State Bank. Going
from teaching to banking was a drastic change but it was a
challenge Nikki welcomed and excelled at, working her way  from a
part time teller to an officer at the bank.  “My career change was
definitely a culture shock, but I learned a lot, and was able to
become a more business minded individual.” Working at the
Waterford branch of Clarkston State Bank brought about even more
passion to the Waterford area. Nikki was able to work with non-
profits  and support area businesses as an Ambassador and board
member of the Chamber.

It is this uniquely blended career experience that makes Nikki an
ideal fit for chamber work. “I am so excited to be able to integrate
and utilize my volunteer work along with my teaching and business
experience at the Waterford Chamber. I feel like it is a good match
for my personality, and I am looking forward to using these skills to
expand and strengthen the chamber alongside Marie and Kellie.”
says Nikki. 

“We are thrilled to have Nikki on board. She will make an excellent
addition to our team,” says Director Marie Hauswirth. “Her knowledge
of chamber work, business relationships and passion for our
community are the ideal combination for our growth and success.”
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Michigan voters approved recreational
marijuana: What does that mean for
Michigan businesses and residents?

Article courtesy Warner Norcross & Judd 

Michigan voters approved Proposal 1 enacting the Michigan
Regulation and Taxation of Marihuana Act. Michigan is the first state
in the Midwest to legalize recreational marijuana. Marijuana will be
legal for broader use in Michigan under Michigan law; however,
marijuana is still an illegal narcotic under federal law. Below are
answers to important questions about marijuana under Michigan
law after the passage of the Act.    

1. Is marijuana now legal for all purposes in Michigan? With the
passage of Proposal 1, marijuana will be legal under Michigan law
for both medical and recreational purposes. State law will limit the
use, possession and cultivation of recreational marijuana and impose
licensing requirements on businesses that want to enter the
cannabis industry. In addition, as discussed below, local
governments, employers, and property owners will be able to
prohibit the use of marijuana in some circumstances. Importantly,
though, both medical and recreational marijuana remain illegal, with
limited exceptions, under federal law. Proposal 1 only decriminalizes
the recreational use and possession of marijuana under state law.
Marijuana is regulated as a Schedule I substance under the
Controlled Substances Act (21 U.S.C. § 811) — the same as
cocaine and heroin. It is a violation of federal law to possess, grow,
transport, distribute or prescribe cannabis, for medicinal or other
purposes. The use of marijuana and conducting a marijuana
business is illegal under federal law and such activity may be subject
to federal prosecution. Persons and entities who engage in these
activities are exposed to federal criminal, civil and administrative
forfeiture actions.  

The federal government does not need to pursue criminal
prosecution for marijuana-related activities to seize, and seek the
civil forfeiture of, real or personal property used to facilitate the sale
of marijuana as well as the money or other proceeds resulting from
those sales. Any assets used or money invested in marijuana-related
activities is subject to potential seizure and forfeiture.

2. Does the change in Michigan law affect what the federal government
can do regarding marijuana in Michigan?  No. In the past, the United
States Department of Justice has exercised its discretion not to
prosecute cases where the production, distribution or possession
of marijuana complies with state law and certain priorities, such as
prohibiting the sale of marijuana to minors, are met. Earlier this year,
Attorney General Jeff Sessions stated that federal prosecutors will
continue to use their discretion in enforcing federal law and will be
guided by the Department of Justice’s priorities, the seriousness of
the crime, the deterrent effect of criminal prosecution, and the
cumulative impact of violations on the community.  

3.What is permitted under the new Michigan law?  The new law
permits persons 21 years or older to possess, use, or, if licensed to
do so, engage in the business of producing and selling marijuana in
Michigan. Under the law, a person 21 years or older is permitted to
possess up to 2.5 ounces of marijuana, except that not more than
15 grams may be in the form of a marijuana concentrate. In a
person’s residence, a person may store up to 10 ounces of

marijuana, so long as any amount in excess of 2.5 ounces is stored
in a locked container. Individuals are permitted to grow up to 12
plants for personal consumption. The new law also creates a state
licensing system for businesses that grow and sell marijuana
commercially.

4.When does the new Michigan law go into effect?  Under the
Michigan Constitution, the new law will take effect 10 days after the
official declaration of the results of the election. The commercial
production and distribution of recreational marijuana will not become
legal until the State of Michigan adopts regulations under the Act
and licenses firms to engage in the recreational marijuana business. 

5.May I prohibit the possession, use, or sale or marijuana on my
property? Yes. The initiative allows a person to prohibit the
consumption, cultivation, distribution, sale, or display of marijuana
and marijuana accessories on property the person owns, occupies,
or manages, except that a lease agreement may not prohibit a
tenant from lawfully possessing and consuming marijuana by means
other than smoking, such as edible marijuana products. 

6.Must I allow my employees to possess marijuana at work?  May I
test employees for marijuana and fire those who test positive? The
new state law does not require an employer to permit or
accommodate marijuana at the workplace or on the employer’s
property. Employers may still use pre-employment drug tests and
implement drug-free workplace policies, enforced through drug
testing. Although employers may still maintain drug-free work
policies, an employee who is terminated for using licensed medical
marijuana may still be able to recover state unemployment benefits.

7.Will people be allowed to consume marijuana in public places under
the new Michigan law? Marijuana must be consumed on private
property or at a business zoned for marijuana use. Marijuana may
not be consumed in a public place or on property where smoking
marijuana is prohibited. Marijuana also may not be consumed on K-
12 school grounds. Marijuana may not be consumed on
federally-owned property. 

8. Can a local government limit marijuana businesses? Yes.
Municipalities, including cities, villages and townships, can ban
recreational cannabis businesses and can cap the number of
licenses. A municipality can charge an applicant up to $5,000 in
licensing fees. A municipality cannot ban the use of recreational
marijuana.

9.The Act imposes a 10% excise tax on the sale of marijuana (plus 6%
sales tax). Where will the tax proceeds go?  Excise tax receipts go
in the “marijuana regulation fund.” Monies in the fund will be used
to implement, administer and enforce the Act. In addition, for at least
two years, the fund will provide $20 million annually to certain clinical
trials approved by the federal Food and Drug Administration. The
remainder of the monies in the fund will be distributed 35% to K-12
education, 35% to the Michigan Transportation Fund for the repair
and maintenance of roads and bridges, 15% to the cities, villages
or townships that

Continued on page 8
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MEMBERS IN THE NEWS continued...

A Heartfelt Thanks
from Blessings in a

Backpack

After five years as members of the chamber, Blessings in a

Backpack of Waterford would like to extend a heartfelt “Thank

you” for the support of so many chamber members.  Through their

membership they have received more volunteers, expanded their

steering committee, and advanced their fundraising efforts.  In fact,

the last two events held to raise funds to expand to a second

school in the program, have raise over $3,200!  

“Our success in fundraising has been, in large part, due to the

participation and contributions of our friends in the chamber,”

states Amanda Lucero of Eagle Graphics and Design, who is a

member of the steering committee. A pallet painting party and 80s

themed bingo night, both held at Rustic Leaf Brewing Company,

were sold out events. Attendees of the bingo night also received

a printed koozie courtesy of Dave Smith at PlayAllMedia, Inc.  

“We couldn’t serve the children of Waterford without the help of

Changing Places,” said Barb Laing, co-chair of the steering

committee.  “Johnna has donated her trucks and personnel for

our food deliveries since we started over seven years ago, and we

couldn’t be more grateful for her generosity.”

Whether it has been providing a venue for a fundraiser, donating

prizes to help raise money, volunteering time for events or packing

food, or supplying important logistics to make the program thrive,

the chamber and its members have shown what a great

community Waterford is to be a part of.

If you would like to contribute to Blessings in a Backpack of

Waterford, you can visit their website at

www.blessingsinabackpackmi.org/how-to-help or call Cheryl

Whitton at 248-221-7749.
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Youwon’twanttomissthisyear’sUglySweaterHolidayParty!
December13thattheFountainsBanquet&Golfs

Here’s a glimpse of last years festive fun! Grab your staff- friends-peers and join us!
(But if you choose - you don’t have to have a sweater to have fun - just come!)
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* Indicates new member of
the Waterford Area
Chamber of Commerce

We appreciate your generous support!
Please do business with fellow chamber members

when looking for products and services.

NEW AND RENEWING MEMBERS
DECEMBER ISSUE 2018

AIRPORT VETERINARY HOSPITAL
Dr. Douglas J. Stacer DVM
7000 Highland Rd.
Waterford, MI 48327
(248) 666-1510
www.airportvethospital.com

ALL SAINTS CEMETERY THE
PRESERVE
Russ Burns
4401 Nelsey Rd.
Waterford, MI 48329
(248) 623-9633
www.mtelliott.com/allsaints

ANTEATER PEST CONTROL, INC.
Karen Harris
1755 Sherwin Ct., Ste. 4 & 5
Waterford, MI 48327
(248) 666-5357
www.anteaterpestcontrol.com

AVON BEAUTY CENTER
WATERFORD, LLC
Kim Szegi
4670 W. Walton Blvd.
Waterford, MI 48329
(248) 674-2208
www.youravon.com/kszegi

BATY INSURANCE AGENCY, INC.
Shirley Lane
37875 W. 12 Mile Rd., Ste. 101
Farmington Hills, MI 48331
(248) 553-7570
www.batyinc.com

BOOTH PATTERSON P.C.,
ATTORNEYS
Tim Patterson
4139 W. Walton Blvd., Ste. F
Waterford, MI 48329
(248) 681-1200
www.boothpatterson.com

BOWMAN CHEVROLET
Cody Simpson
6750 Dixie Hwy.
Clarkston, MI 48346
(248)575-5000
www.bowmanchevy.com

BRYAN'S NEIGHBORHOOD
CONEY, LLC.
Bryan Marotz
3861 Elizabeth Lake Rd.
Waterford, MI 48328
(248) 681-1739
www.facebook.com/pages/Bryans-
Neighborhood-Coney

CENTER FOR TRANSFORMING
HEALTH
Patricia Schmidt
2111 Cass Lake Rd., Ste. 101
Keego Harbor, MI 48320
(248) 481-7287
www.ctrtransformhealth.org

CIVILITY CENTER
Kent Roberts
6790 Desmond
Waterford, MI 48329
(248) 891-0640
www.civilitycenter.org

CLARKSTON STATE BANK
Dawn M Horner
6600 Highland Rd., Ste. 2
Waterford, MI 48327
(248) 625-8585
www.clarkstonstatebank.com

CLUB ROYALE*
Rob Davis
4825 Highland Rd.
Waterford, MI 48238
(248) 674-3600
www.clubroyale.net

COMPLETE INSURANCE
John Linemeyer
1717 Cass Lake Rd.
Keego Harbor, MI 48320
(248) 682-1510
www.completeins.com

CORPORATE EAGLE
MANAGEMENT SERVICES
Rick Nini
6320 Highland Rd.
Waterford, MI 48327
(248) 461-9000
www.corporateeagle.com

CULVER'S OF WATERFORD
Gary Haines
7313 Highland Rd.
Waterford, MI 48327
(248) 599-3923
www.culvers.com

DECOVICH CARPET CLEANING
Matt DeCovich
6043 Grass Lake Rd.
White Lake, MI 48383
(248) 790-2348
www.mattdecovich.wix.com/ccc

EXP REALTY
Mark Okster
Waterford, MI 48327
(248) 756-6577
www.exprealty.com

FABULOUS EVENTS, INC.
Lyle Brous
1110 Crescent Lake Rd., Ste. A
Waterford, MI 48327
(248) 853-6800
www.fabulousevents.com

FORK N' PINT
Doug Young
4000 Cass Elizabeth Rd.
Waterford, MI 48328
(248) 791-3256
www.forknpint.com

GARRETT DOOR COMPANY
Robyn Garrett
300 W. Montcalm Ave.
Pontiac, MI 48342
(248) 333-2887
www.garrettdoor.com

HAP - HEALTH ALLIANCE PLAN
J. David Armstrong
5119 Highland Rd.
Waterford, MI 48327
(248) 443-9221
www.hap.org

HIGHLANDER PLUMBING
Brian Hines
8282 Standing Pines Dr.
Holly, MI 48442
(248) 802-7400
www.highlanderplumbing.com

IGD SOLUTIONS CORP
Anthony Angel
6521 Citation Dr., Ste. 200
Clarkston, MI 48346
(248) 625-0817
www.igdsolutions.com

IRISH TAVERN
Doug Young
4703 Elizabeth Lake Rd.
Waterford, MI 48327
(248) 683-9056
www.itwaterford.com

KOTZ HEATING, COOLING,
PLUMBING
Frank Kotz
5806 Dixie Hwy.
Waterford, MI 48329
(248) 674-4999
www.kotzheating.com

LIFEPOINT CHRISTIAN CHURCH
Margie Loveland
501 Scott Lake Rd.
Waterford, MI 48328
(248) 682-1747
www.lifepointchristian.com

LUNG AND SLEEP CENTER*
Dr. Desai
4000 Highland Rd., Ste.130
Waterford, MI 48328
(248) 681-7909
www.lungandsleepcenter.com

MARY KAY COSMETICS & SKIN
CARE
Kim DeCovich
6043 Grass Lake Rd.
White Lake, MI 48383
(248) 736-0041
www.kimdecovich.com

MASTERPIECE PAINTING OF MI,
INC.
Dennis Cahow
3193 Seebaldt Ave.
Waterford, MI 48329
(248) 681-7181

MCLAREN OAKLAND
FOUNDATION
Heidi McGlinnen
50 N. Perry Street
Pontiac, MI 48341
(248) 338-5804
www.mclaren.org/oaklandfoundation

MCLAREN OAKLAND HOSPITAL
Kris Miller
50 N. Perry Street
Pontiac, MI 48342
(248) 338-5891
www.mclaren.org/oakland

MEDIA NETWORK OF
WATERFORD
Joshua Bowren
1151 Scott Lake Rd.
Waterford, MI 48328
(248) 682-0401
www.medianetworkofwaterford.org

NOBLE CAPITAL PARTNERS, LLC.
Art Frasca
31550 Northwestern Hwy., Ste. 101
Farmington Hills, MI 48334
(248) 254-3900
www.noblecapllc.com

OAKLAND COUNTY MICHIGAN
WORKS! - WATERFORD
Cindy Hurley
4241 Steffens
Waterford, MI 48329
(248) 682-8739
www.michiganworks.org

OAKLAND MEDIATION CENTER
Charity Burke
550 Hulet Dr., Ste. 102
Bloomfield Hills, MI 48302
(248) 338-4280
www.mediation-omc.org

PAYCHEX
Jordan Polhamus
29065 Cabot Dr.
Novi, MI 48377
(248) 488-1100
www.paychex.com

QUALITY INN & SUITES OF
WATERFORD
Donny Rodriguez
7076 Highland Rd.
Waterford, MI 48327
(248) 666-8555
www.choicehotels.com/michigan/wa
terford

REMERICA UNITED REALTY
Jennifer McLean
47720 Grand River Ave.
Novi, MI 48374
(248) 766-6543
www.remericaunited.com

RIVERSIDE CHAPEL, SIMPSON-
MODETZ FUNERAL HOME
Tim Simpson
5630 Pontiac Lake Rd.
Waterford, MI 48327
(248) 674-4181
www.modetzfuneralhomes.com

ROOF ONE, LLC
Tracy Thompson
275 S. Telegraph Rd.
Pontiac, MI 48341
(248) 322-1000
www.roofone.com

RYBAK AND ASSOCIATES
Jason Rybak
5330 Highland Rd.
Waterford, MI 48327
(248) 674-0341
www.waterfordaccountingservices.com

SCOTT HUDSON DEVELOPMENTS
Scott Hudson
(248) 496-1822
www.scotthudsongreendevelopment
s.com

SCRAP DOG RECYCLING &
SALVAGE
Jim DiMarco
2491 Dixie Hwy.
Waterford, MI 48328
(248) 335-7480
www.scrapdogrecycling.com

SEAVER TITLE AGENCY
Cheryl Bruce
6751 Dixie Hwy., Ste. 106
Clarkston, MI 48346
(248) 625-6100
www.seavertitle.com

SECREST WARDLE
Jennifer Hill, Esq.
P.O. Box 5025
Troy, MI 48007
(248) 851-9500
www.secrestwardle.com

SELECT UNDERWRITERS, INC.
Carolyn McFawn
100 N Williams Lake Rd., Ste. A
Waterford, MI 48327-3673
(248) 698-7600
www.selectunderwriters.com

THE GATEWAY*
Steve Stroud
7150 N. Main St.
Clarkston, MI 48346
(248) 625-9711
www.thegatewaymi.com

THIRD COAST TECH
Ryan Donnelly
4514 Pontiac Lake Rd.
Waterford, MI 48328
(800) 828-9517
www.thirdcoasttech.com

TOWN PLANNER COMMUNITY
CALENDAR
Deb & Jay Gordinier
11632 Old Oaks Ln.
Davisburg, MI 48350
(248) 330-3063
www.townplanner.com

WATERFALL JEWELERS II
Christi Brown
340 Town Center Blvd., Ste. E108
White Lake, MI 48386
(248) 698-1200
www.waterfalljewelers.com

WATERFORD CHURCH OF CHRIST
Kerry Williams
4991 Williams Lake Rd.
Waterford, MI 48329
(248) 674-1553
www.waterfordcoc.org

WATERFORD INSURANCE
AGENCY
Richard Berkfield
2625 Pontiac Lake Rd.
Waterford, MI 48328
(248) 682-0044
www.berkfield.com
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allow marijuana retailers or marijuana microbusinesses in their

communities, and 15% to counties where a marijuana retailer or

marijuana microbusiness is located.

10. A lease cannot prohibit the possession of marijuana, but can a
Michigan landlord restrict the use of marijuana? Yes and no. A
Michigan landlord has the right under the Act to ban marijuana
smoking on the property, but cannot prohibit the possession of
marijuana or its consumption by means other than smoking. The
commercial cultivation, distribution, processing and the sale of
cannabis may be forbidden by a landlord.

11.What are the state law penalties for possessing marijuana in
excess of the limits permitted under the new law? First and
second violators are responsible for civil infractions and potential
fines of not more than $500 and $1,000, plus marijuana forfeiture.
A third violation renders a violator guilty of a misdemeanor with a
possible fine of $2,000, plus marijuana forfeiture. 

12.Will marijuana be legal on college campuses? No. Students at
Michigan colleges and universities that receive federal funds are
not allowed to possess or use cannabis on campus. According
to the Drug-Free Schools and Communities Act of 1989, any
institution that receives federal funds must implement and enforce
federal drug policies. Therefore, in order to continue receiving
federal funds, even if a university wanted to amend its drug policy
program to allow marijuana use, the university could lose funding.
Currently, the University of Michigan and Michigan State University
do not allow medical marijuana use under the Michigan Medical
Marijuana Act.

13.What is required to engage in the business of growing,
processing, distributing, or selling of recreational marijuana under
the new law? Businesses that want to enter the recreational
marijuana industry in Michigan must be licensed by the Michigan
Department of Licensing and Regulatory Affairs. The Department
of Licensing and Regulatory Affairs has up to 12 months from the
effective date of the ballot initiative to develop rules to regulate
recreational marijuana. In addition to obtaining a license from the
State of Michigan, a business must receive approval from the local
municipality in which the business desires to locate. The process
is expected to be similar to the process the State of Michigan has
adopted for medical marijuana, except that license applications
will be reviewed by the Department of Licensing and Regulatory
Affairs rather than a separate licensing board. It is anticipated that
this may speed the process of obtaining a recreational cannabis
license. 

14. How many plants can a commercial grower of recreational
marijuana in Michigan have? The new law establishes three tiers
of business licenses, scaled by the number of plants a license
holder may cultivate: 

i.    Class A business license allows up to 100 plants at one time;

ii.   Class B business license allows up to 500 plants at one time;

iii.  Class C business license allows up to 2,000 plants at one time.

15. Must a person still apply for a medical marijuana card to buy
marijuana? Yes, for now. The sale of recreational marijuana will
not be permitted until after the state adopts regulations and

issues licenses to businesses to engage in the recreational
marijuana business. Once that occurs, patients could buy
recreational marijuana without using their medical marijuana card.
It is expected that obtaining a medical marijuana card will offer
certain advantages to the holder when further regulations are
implemented. Currently medical marijuana is subject to a 3%
excise tax and 6% sales tax, while recreational marijuana would
be subject to a 10% excise tax, plus 6% sales tax. Individuals 18
and older may apply for medical marijuana cards, but you must
be 21 to purchase recreational marijuana under the new law. 

16. May a person grow as many plants as they want for personal
use? No. Under the new law, a person may cultivate up to 12
plants in his or her home. Plants must be grown in a secure,
enclosed area, and may not be grown where visible from a public
place. 

17. May a person give marijuana to others under the new law? If the
giver and the recipient are both over the age of 21, giving
marijuana products as gifts is permitted under the Act. A person
may not receive any payment for the gift and the gift may not
contain more than 2.5 grams of marijuana. 

18. May a gift of marijuana be sent through the mail? No. The U.S.
Postal Service is an arm of the federal government, which still
considers marijuana a controlled substance. Even if the package
remains in Michigan, using the U.S. Postal Service would be illegal.

19. If a person was previously convicted of marijuana possession
under Michigan law, will that past state conviction be expunged?
No. The proposal is not retroactive. A previous conviction may
not be expunged unless the person qualifies for expungement
under existing state law. There is no expungement for federal
convictions.

20. Can I drive after consuming marijuana? No. Similar to alcohol, it
is illegal to operate a vehicle under the influence of marijuana. How
police will enforce this is still uncertain, because there are no
national standards to determine drugged driving. Additionally,
tetrahydrocannabinol (THC), the active chemical ingredient in
cannabis, remains in the body long after marijuana is ingested.
2013 Michigan Supreme Court case defined impaired driving
under the influence of marijuana as having “a substantial and
material effect on driving.” In that case, the individual was a
medical marijuana patient. It is expected the same standard
would apply to a recreational user.

DISCLAIMER: Warner routinely provides clients and contacts with

our insights and updates concerning new laws. The following

information is being shared for those who may be interested in or

curious about an issue impacting businesses operating in the

State of Michigan. This alert is not intended to cover all aspects

of Proposal 1, but instead highlights some of the more common

questions and answers associated with the new law. If you have

any questions, please contact your Warner attorney or contact

Rodney Martin at rmartin@wnj.com or Matt Johnson at

mjohnson@wnj.com.
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Ambassador of
the Month
Bonnie Pappas, 
Michigan First
Mortgage

Bonnie Pappas is a Sr. Mortgage Loan Officer with Michigan

First Mortgage A division of Michigan First Credit Union. She has

20 years of real estate experience and has  worked as a realtor,

title closer and loan officer in many different environments. “With

my extensive experience, I know the complete closing process

in all respects and extensive experience helping all types of

clients from first time home buyers to seasoned professionals.”  

Originally Michigan First Mortgage started in Waterford and has

since moved to Rochester Hills. Bonnie maintains a strong

community connection in Waterford (living there since 1976) and

in surrounding areas. She can assist in purchasing  refinancing

across the state. 

“The part I love about working for the credit union is we have

different beliefs,” says Bonnie, the idiom is; “Bad things happen

to good people” and we realize that. We go the extra distance to

help out! Often we know people in our lives who might not qualify

for conventional financing. We do close a number of loans like

this and we hold them in house and service them  under our

portfolio loan product. We also have a number of options for

conventional, government, and jumbo financing and specialize in

FHA, 203K limited, USDA, VA and MSHDA options.

Bonnie also helps people who need to buy before they sell with

a couple of mortgage options.  One option is once their current

home sells they can buy down the additional mortgage and  re-

amortizatize the payment of the loan for the new purchase.

Bonnies love for this business is numbers. “Mortgages are

personal, says Bonnie. What makes sense to you at this time in

your life may not be the same later on in life. I also love working

with the people. To say, “Oh I like helping others”, doesn’t really

cover it. I want to be a part of the biggest investment most of

us ever make in our lives.” 

Bonnie and her husband Scott both were brought up on Lake

Oakland in Waterford and is where they currently live. She

considers all of the lake owners as neighbors. They are very

active with the Lake Oakland Ski Demon; a family ski club that

supports those on Lake Oakland and Woodhull Lake who want

to ski together and teach their children.

She has been part of the YPN group with the chamber and

recently became an Ambassador to the chamber as well.

Contact Bonnie Pappas at 248-320-3064   or email

bpappas@michiganfirstmortgage.com.
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HaBITaTFoRHUManITYRESToRE -Waterford

3653HighlandRd.

(248)338-1843-www.habitatoakland.org

MPFaSHIon

515ElizabethLakeRd.

(248)787-6862-www.mpfashion.us

LEGEnDMoToRSoFWaTERFoRD

90S.TelegraphRd.

(248)800-5544-www.legendmotors.com

RIBBON CUTTINGS / GRAND OPENINGS
Congratulations to these new businesses who have made our town their home! 
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Township Treasurer Participates in
Oakway Fire OPS 101

Margaret Birch, Waterford Township
Treasurer, volunteered as a trustee for
Oakway Fire OPS 101 at the Oakland
Community College Crest Center in
Auburn Hills. 

Oakway is a mutual aid consortium
involving eight different communities,
Waterford included, who assist, when
necessary, other departments. This was
the first time this has occurred; Oakway
Fire Chiefs working alongside of the local
International Association of Fire Fighters,
hosting the Fire Operations 101. 

She actually suited up in fire protective clothings, donning a self
contained breathing apparatus and clothing that added at least
50 pounds to her weight. “I went inside a real fire (a controlled
burn) where it was so dark I could not see the steps, says
Margaret. I was going up to experience firsthand an environment
in which our fire fighters work.” 

She participated in putting out a car fire, using the jaws of life,
used a tourniquet to stop blood loss, lifted an individual onto a
cart, administered CPR and much more.  “Safety was the top
priority in our minds and in our actions, says Margaret. I always
knew Waterford was blessed with the best and now I know why
these eight departments took the time to include us. It was an
experience I’ll never forget. Thank you to the many firefighters
who made this possible.”

This holiday season let’s all make an effort to give local and buy
local! There are many small vendors and charities in our

community but you need to make an effort to find them. Visit our
website member directory at www.waterfordchamber.org and
let’s all make a difference this holiday season! 



As the holidays approach and the year comes to
an end, it is always a great time to reflect on what
successes and achievements you accomplished
throughout the year both professionally and
personally. What specifically did your business do
well and what can you improve upon next year?
As you start thinking about these questions try
and focus more on the WHY.  Why do you do

what you do? Do you articulate this message to your clients or
customers with each interaction? If this is something that you can
improve upon, what can you do differently next year?

On a personal note, is there something that you have been pushing
off and moving down your to-do list? There is tremendous power in
making a decision. Once you decide to do something and complete
it, you may notice that you start to create momentum. Once you
complete one task, you may feel encouraged to complete other tasks
as well.

I am hoping that you are able to make the Holiday After Hours Mixer
and Ugly Sweater Party on December 13th at 5:00 p.m. at the
Fountains. This is one of my favorite events of the year. I love seeing
everyone in their ugly sweaters and my homemade ugly sweater
provides quite the assault on the eye!

It has been an honor and privilege to serve as your Chamber
President over this past year. I have cherished all of the memories,
friendships and business relationships that I have made.  I wish you
all the best in the new year and a very happy holiday season to you
and your families.

2309 Airport Rd. • Waterford, MI 48327

MISSION STATEMENT
To Preserve and Promote the Vitality
and Economic Growth of the Business
Community in the Waterford Area.
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US POSTAGE

PAID
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Message from the President...

– Return Service Request –

Hilary Renno, AAMS®, President
Edward Jones  

Clarkston’s Best 
CPA and Financial 
2 Years In a Row!

Hallmann Advisors, CPA’s
 Financial and Business Consultants

On Sashabaw 
across from Pine Knob.

Phone:   (248) 625-2727
Fax:         (248) 265-9727

Email: info@hallmanncpa.com

www.hallmanncpa.com


