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t’s been a long summer for all of us trying to cope with new
ways of doing things and staying safe. The large private space
at Skull Island will give us the comfort of social distancing in a
unique lakefront atmosphere.

Wines for Humanity is a wine sampling company dedicated to
introducing the public to the joy of fine wines while raising funds
for charities and organizations.

Come and share the evening with us, visit with friends, enjoy
sips of wine, small bites, music and networking as we watch
the evening’s sunset.

Not only does everyone have a fabulous time with great wines
and good friends, but up to 12.5% of the revenue from the
guests' selections at wine sampling events will be donated
back to the Waterford Area Chamber of Commerce.

You and your friends will be transported to and from the island
on one of the Skull Island pontoons. Upon arrival you will receive
your complimentary wine glass and be greeted by one of the
Wines’ for Humanity wine advisors They will greet you with your
first tasting of a bubbly selection exclusively from WFH.

With many of our fundraisers being cancelled, this is one
outdoor event we can host under the Executive Order. Our
attendance will be limited to 100 or less attendees so get your
tickets early. Register online at www.waterfordchamber.org or
fax back enclosed form.

March Perking Up - Advanced Physical Therapy
For nearly three decades,
Advanced
Physical
Therapy
Center has been getting people of
every age back to living the painfree life they deserve. Owners Kim
Turner, PT, CHT and Linda Gibbs,
PT believe they stepped up when
other physical therapy centers fell
short. They opened the first
Advanced PT clinic in Grand Blanc
Sarah Levitt, MPT, PRPC, Kim Turner
with
a simple dream: To help as
PT, CHT (Co-Owner), Linda Clay, Jill
Heberling, PTA, Julia Maienbrook,
many people as possible by
Stephanie Nicholson, Tracy Warren
providing exceptional care with the
latest technology. Now, over 29 years later, Advanced PT has
eight convenient locations, with the newest in Waterford.
Three exceptional physical therapists work out of the

Waterford location. Sarah Levitt, MPT, PRPC, Kathryn
McKinnon, PT, DPT and Rachel Selina, PT, DPT bring a
wealth of knowledge and expertise. You can count on
Advanced PT-Waterford for sports medicine for peak
performance, the Advanced Spine and Neck Program, Pelvic
Floor Rehabilitation, Pregnancy and Post-Partum
Rehabilitation, Return to Work Programs, Auto Injury
Rehabilitation and so much more.
Advanced PT-Waterford is stocked with the newest, mosttalked-about technology. Equipment, typically seen in the
biggest cities, is right here in mid-Michigan. Stop by and
check out the facility or give us a call to schedule an
appointment.
Advanced PT-Waterford | 6650 Highland Road |
(248)618-3050
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2020 Perking Up
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
2020
EXECUTIVE BOARD

Schedule of Events
Sept. 1, 2020 Rainbow International Restoration
6650 Highland Rd., Suite 310
Oct. 6, 2020

Waterfall Jewelers
5619 Dixie Hwy.

Nov. 3, 2020

Success Virtual Learning Centers
with Waterford Rotary
945 W. Huron St.

Dec. 1, 2020

Great Lakes Ace Hardware
5070 Highland Rd.

President

Kristina Miller
McLaren Oakland

Vice President

Suzette Hallmann
Hallmann Advisors,
CPA’s, PC
WACC

Treasurer

Nikki Benning
Color Street Nails
Oakland Yard Athletics

YOUNG PROFESSIONALS NETWORK

Secretary

Hilary Renno
Edward Jones

YPN Monthly Meeting & Networking

September 9 • 10-11 a.m.
Chamber Yard
DIRECTORS
Deborah Falzon
KW Domain

Keri Milner
The Milner Agency
Farm Bureau Insurance

Richard Coatta
RC Golf Lessons

Jennifer Hill

B.U.I.L.D 1
September 10 & 24 / 8-9 a.m.

Secrest Wardle

Studio 8 & Virtual

Jay Gordinier

B.U.I.L.D 2
September 11 & 25 / 12-1 p.m.

Town Planner/Ideas for You

Virtual Meeting

Dave Smith
State Farm

Kelly Allen
Waterford School District

Margaret Birch
Waterford Township
Treasurer

Marie Hauswirth
Executive Director
WACC

Business Alliance Group
September 25 • 7:30 a.m.
Waterford Township Fire Dept.

Upcoming Events

Waterford Area Chamber of Commerce
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Members in the News
Rep. Schroeder: Legislature Approves
Bipartisan Back-to-School Plan
Emphasizing Student Safety

WYA Honored 93
AMAZING Students at the
Youth Recognition
Members in the News
Awards Clap-Out Event
Andrea Schroeder today led

Rep.
Michigan House approval of a
bipartisan plan helping students get
back to school safely – with flexibility
to allow in-person, online, or hybrid
instruction methods based on local
needs.
The plan, based on one originally
introduced by Schroeder and
legislative colleagues in June, is now headed to the governor for
consideration.
The legislation will allow local school districts to determine the best
course of action for their own students and families. In-person
attendance is not state-mandated at any grade level, but it’s
strongly encouraged for grades K-5 when it can be done safely.
The plan also includes oversight measures to keep learning on
track, and also provides additional financial support.
“As a mother and a former teacher, I approached this challenge
with the best interests of children, families and educators at heart,”
said Schroeder, of Oakland County’s Independence Township.
“We must do all we can to protect the health of our students and
everyone in our school communities. We must also ensure
learning continues despite the challenges posed by COVID-19. I
am confident this plan provides the flexibility, accountability and
support to do just that.”
Highlights of the plan include:
Local control. Working with local health departments, school
districts will continue to decide the best approach for instruction
based on the specific situations and needs within their own
communities.
Accountability and oversight. School boards will be required to
reexamine and recertify how they are delivering instruction to
students at their monthly board meetings for the duration of the
2020-21 school year. Schroeder said this will give parents and
others in the community a chance to voice concerns and spark
modifications when necessary. Benchmark assessments will
provide detailed information to parents and teachers about where
a student needs additional help to ensure they stay on track.
Financial support. The Legislature already has approved a total of
$583 million in federal Coronavirus Relief Funds to be dedicated to
Michigan schools, including $350 per student across the board,
ensuring schools have the resources they need. The funding
includes more than $50 million in hazard pay for educators who
have been flexible and innovative during the COVID-19 pandemic,
and $18 million for safety measures and benchmark assessments
to ensure student learning stays on track.

Everyone at Waterford Youth Assistance
(WYA) was very disappointed that they were
unable to recognize their honorees at the
annual Youth Recognition Night Awards
ceremony due to the COVID-19 virus
outbreak.
However, the committee created the 2020 Youth Recognition
Awards Clap-Out Event. The Youth Recognition Awards is an event
that WYA enjoys hosting. For over 60 years, Youth Recognition
committee has honored students that were nominated for their
selfless acts to improve the lives of others.
Students were recognized for personal achievements, simple acts of
kindness in the classroom and school, and charitable work in Michigan
or nationwide. Youth are selected for this honor for their active
involvement in making Waterford a better place and helping others.
Typically, nominations are received from schools, community
organizations, civic leaders, and members of the faith community.
The Youth Recognition committee is excited to announce that, in
addition to the Clap-out event, WYA is working to commemorate
the event with an awards video, including highlights from the event
and additional information they were unable to present at the event.
This video is available to view on two local TV stations (Channel 20
and WTV10), as well as the WYA website and social media pages.
A special thank you to, Oakland County Treasurer, Andy Meisner;
Waterford Township Supervisor, Gary Wall; Waterford Township
Clerk, Kim Markee; WSD Superintendent, Scott Lindberg; WSD
School Board Trustee, John Paul Torres; and Waterford Police
Department Liaison, Andy Tarajos for coming out and supporting
our event.
Ways to support WYA
Did you know that your amazon purchases can make a positive
impact for Waterford area families and youth. If you use Amazon,
please purchase through Amazon Smiles and select Waterford Youth
Assistance to support WYA programs! Our community has changed
because of the COVID-19 pandemic, but the need to help families
in our Waterford community remains. Your donation supports
Waterford Youth Assistance and its many programs such as: Bucket
of Love, Mentor’s
Plus, Youth Recognition Awards Night, Family and Youth Education
classes and Youth Enrichment and Camp Scholarships. Of course,
donations are always accepted via PayPal!
Contact the WYA office for more information by phone,
248-618-7383; email, waterfordya@msn.com; or
website, www.waterfordyouthassistance.com
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Everyone has been truly patient as we have been trying to
navigate our 2020 events. When the pandemic first hit we had
no idea the executive orders would still be in effect over 6 months
later. Our thoughts were that, over time, restraints would lighten
and we would be back to business as usual. None of us
anticipated things would actually get worse and more restrictive.
With this said, we truly thought we could do the Expo this fall. In
fact, we had made arrangements to move it outdoors at the
Oakland County Farmer’s Market but now, with the limit of 100
people outdoors, this is impossible. With over 100 exhibitors
alone, we could never meet the executive order criteria. At this
point we need to cancel the Expo until next year.
We have had to cancel many events thus far and have worked
out various solutions with our participants. Several have rolled
over their support to 2021 and we are hoping this might work for
our Expo exhibitors as well. In return, we have developed a virtual
event (at no additional cost) for those who decide to roll their
exhibitor fee to 2021. It’s our way of saying thank you and
promoting our businesses. If you choose not to do so, we will
refund your fee.
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HErE arE tHE dEtailS for tHE
SUPPort loCal VirtUal EXPo

· “Support Local” specials posted on daily social media
· “Support Local” banner on Homepage
· Ads on our “Support Local” web page with links
· “Support Local” Enews from Chamber with ads/specials
This will be very similar to the promotions we did for our member
restaurants and service industries during the shut down and was
quite effective.
If you signed up to participate in Expo 2020 please see the
enclosed form and indicate your choice. Fax it to 248-666-3325
or scan it and email to marieh@waterfordchamber.org.
If this works for you that would be wonderful, but we also
understand everyone’s situation is unique. Please let us know as
quickly as possible so we can move forward. This has been one
of the hardest years for all of us! Again, Thank you for your
patience.
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A WORLD OF GLASS
Custom Stained Glass Pieces
Indulge in your imagination!
A World of Glass has been creating magnificent,
artistic stained glass pieces for over 30 years. They
have worked in the most prestigious of homes,
restaurants, theaters and churches along with some of the
most popular window and door manufacturers.
With years of dedicated experience, they have developed
the capability to work around any kind of project, big or
small. They listen to your ideas
and bring your dreams into reality.
Just think about that special window, door, or space in
your home, business, or commercial building that you
want to make a statement!

Welcome Ambassadors
Join us in welcoming two new members who have
committed to serving as an Ambassador for the Chamber!

Lisa Crawford
Studio 8 Fitness & Hire
Quality Strategies
HI! I am Lisa Crawford! I own
Studio 8 Fitness and am thrilled
to be one of the new Waterford
Chamber Ambassadors. I look
forward to meeting the members
of our chamber, greeting the new
members and helping our
chamber grow and continue to thrive. In my business, my
passion is helping people feel good and teaching them how
to get, and stay, fit and healthy all while having fun doing
it! I enjoy teaching group fitness classes, working with
personal training clients and providing nutrition/health
coaching. I feel very fortunate to be able to do what I love
with such a wonderful group of people!
By day, I am an operations manager of Hire Quality
Strategies, a direct hire recruiting firm.
What Gets Me Excited.... Having the privilege of watching
my clients achieve their health and fitness goals! I can’t
wait to meet and get to know you and your business.

Bruce Danielson
Rainbow International
Restoration

To find out what they can do for you:

Call: 248-623-1080
email: kathy@aworldofglassllc.com
Or stop by our showroom at:
7627 Highland Road, Waterford, MI 48327
A World of Glass is Detroit’s
Premier Art Glass Company!

In the two years since joining the
Waterfored Area Chamber of
Commerce I have received a ton of
value. It has been a tremendous
network which t has helped me
grow my company and, as an out of state transplant, build
some valuable friendships.
As one of the newest ambassadors, I want to reinvest into a
worthwhile organization that has given me so much!
I look forward to seeing you at the next event.

Waterford Area Chamber of Commerce
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MEMBERS IN THE NEWS continued...

LaFontaine Awarded General Motors
Dealer of the Year
for Cadillac Buick and GMC

LaFontaine Cadillac Buick GMC of Highland received the coveted
“Dealer of the Year” award by General Motors in 2019. The
program recognizes the top dealers throughout the U.S. for
superlative performance. This annual award is given to a handful
of dealers nationwide, and is based on every area of the dealership
including sales, service, parts, and most importantly, customer
service.
“This prestigious award from General Motors is a true testament
to the dedication and commitment of our team,” said Ryan
LaFontaine, Chief Operating Officer, LaFontaine Automotive
Group. “When our team comes together as one family, with one
goal in mind, great things happen. I applaud the entire family that
makes up our flagship Cadillac Buick GMC dealership for their
commitment to continually delighting our customers and delivering
a personalized Family Deal experience.”

customers for life,” said General Motors. “We salute these
outstanding General Motors dealers for all they do for our
customers, their communities and our company.”
Dealer of the year is awarded annually and in 2019, only 26 Buick
dealers and 26 GMC dealers nationally were recognized with this
sought after recognition. LaFontaine Cadillac Buick GMC of
Highland is one of only five dealers in the nation to win the award
for both Buick and GMC in 2019.
“This award symbolizes outstanding performance in both
customer satisfaction and consistent sales growth. I am extremely
proud of my team who have gone the extra mile to deliver a
superior customer experience,” said Robert Simmons, Executive
General Manager, LaFontaine Cadillac Buick GMC of Highland. “I
also need to acknowledge our amazing and loyal customers
because without them, we could have never accomplished any of
these awards, and we sincerely thank each and every one of
them.”
MAX MUNCEY, The Family Deal Blog/LaFontaine Awarded
General Motors Dealer of the Year for Cadillac Buick and GMC,
Familydealblog.com,18-Aug,2020,http://
familydealblog.com/lafontaine-awarded-general-motors-dealer-ofthe-year-for-cadillac-buick-and-gmc.

LaFontaine Cadillac Buick GMC is one of the only dealerships in
the nation to receive this award continually year over year.
LaFontaine Buick of Highland: 2010 – 2016 and 2018
LaFontaine GMC of Highland: 2010 – 2018
LaFontaine Cadillac of Highland: 2010-2017
“The Dealer of the Year program honors our dealer partners who
have done an exceptional job toward our collective goal of earning

The Milner
Milner Agency
Agency
covers
co
vers Michigan
Michigan
Auto,
Auto, Home, Lif
Life,
e, Business,
Farm
Farm and more

(248) 599-3135
TheMilnerAgency.com
3756 Sashabaw Rd., Waterford
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Ambassador of the Month

Renee Doyle
Birmingham Bloomfield
Credit Union
Renee Doyle, Branch Manager at the
Waterford Branch on Highland Rd of
Birmingham Bloomfield Credit Union.
Birmingham Bloomfield Credit Union in the
past year has had 2 mergers. Metro North Federal Credit Union
and Lakes Community Credit Union. These credit unions along
with Birmingham Bloomfield Credit Union were independently
successful, and with shared core values, a similar vision, and
dedication to high level of service. This combined effort has
created an exciting opportunity to deliver top-notch experience
for our members.
Renee works with our community membership in promoting
these ideals. On a daily basis she offers new accounts and
services tailored to the needs of each individual member. The
credit union is a full-service financial institution that offers products
and services such as savings, checking, business accounts and
a mobile app with remote deposit capture to name a few. They
offer many lending services including unsecured signature loans,
new and used auto loans, multiple types of RV loans and Visa
Credit cards. They also offer Single Advanced Home Equities,
Mortgage and Student loans.
Renee has worked nearly 22 years in the financial sector giving
her knowledge to help the members with their financial needs.
Along with Branch manager she works continually on Business
Development in the Waterford area and surrounding areas. Renee
has a passion for helping youth development financial literacy.
Over the years, her involvement in the schools has helped mold
the youth at a young age making them well equipped for the
future.
Through being an Ambassador and Chairman of the Waterford
YPN group, Renee has enjoyed the opportunity to meet with
many local business owners and employees. This allows
Birmingham Bloomfield to evolve to meet the needs of the
members as their needs change. Renee is happy to help you with
your personal financial needs. Birmingham Bloomfield Credit
Union has recently expanded its field of membership to anyone
who lives, works, worships or attends school in the state of
Michigan.
Renee has been married for 38 years to her high school
sweetheart and has three boys: Sean, Ryan, Austin and we can
not forget her dog Marley. When not working she enjoys boating
and fishing and her family cottage in Canada. Renee is looking
forward to your call. She can be reached at 248-683-2920 or
rdoyle@bbcu.org.
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WACC Golf Classic - And the winners are...

Mens Team (Tie) -Longest Drive-Hit Green
Get Green - The Milner Agency
Joe Strong, Tyler Milner
Matthew Berney*, Ryan Kaltz*

Women’s Pot O’ Gold
& Longest Drive

Mari Latozas, Sue Dejaegher*
Jennifer Thamer, Kris Frodle

Mens Team (Tie) - INXSQL

Mixed Team - Brookstone Realty

Brent Reynolds, Bill Green
Mike Vasquez, Rob Reynolds

Women’s Team McLaren Oakland

Al Brunmeier, Kirk Falvay
Amanda Tagert & Mark Okster

Chipping Contest* - Dave’s Electric

Kris Miller, Courtney Berry,
Katie Hubregsen, Carrie Wheeler

Will Johnson, Steve Igrison, Brad VanBuskirk, Carlisle Nelson, Woody Woodward,
Dave Woodward*, Michael Woelkers, and Jeff Woelkers

Thank You Volunteers

Keri Milner (The Milner Agency)
Gloria Jensenius (Harmony Healing)
Tracy Jennish (doTERRA Essential Oils)

Audrey Ryskamp / LaFontaine Automotive
Susan Lint-Operti & Katie Krako
Beauchamp Water Treatment
Rita Holloway-Irwin

David Meyer / Coffee Break Service, Inc.

Alisa Williams & Renee Doyle
Birmingham Bloomfield Credit Union

Karen Partlo & Kyle Plumb
Little Caesars

David Lee
Booth Patterson

Richard Anderson
MobilNotary2Go

Louis Morrissette
Fueled Ambition

Mark Monohon
MJM & Associates

Jacob Petrusha
Bagley Langan P.L.L.C.

Waterford Area Chamber of Commerce
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MISSION STATEMENT
To Preserve and Promote the Vitality
and Economic Growth of the Business
Community in the Waterford Area.

Message from the President...
When we all put our business plans together for
2020, no one planned on COVID-19 and the impact
that it would make beginning in March, for the last
six months, and moving forward. The Chamber and
our member businesses have all had to pivot on how
we market, promote, and sell goods and services.
The Waterford Area Chamber has always promoted
“Shop Local” and now, more than ever, we need to
support the local businesses in the greater Waterford
area.
It is essential for the community that when you shop, dine out or hire a
business, that you support local. Many businesses have added online
shopping as an option, so please check out their websites. Many nonprofit organizations have also been impacted by restrictions that prevent
gathering of large groups for fundraising events, resulting in many
cancellations. Please consider donating to these local organizations in
the upcoming months. Visit the Chamber website to search the
member directory.
In addition, our school district is now facing immense challenges for
parents, students and staff. They need our support, not our criticism.
We thought the last six months were hard. Moving forward and finding
our way through the muck is going to be just as difficult. We need to
reach out to each other, not just as businesspeople, but as friends. How
can you help?
Thank you for your continued support of the Waterford Area Chamber
of Commerce. Marie and Nikki are doing everything they can to keep
us all connected and thriving. Don’t hesitate to call one of them if you
need anything.
Happy September!
Kris Miller, President / McLaren Oakland

