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May Perking UP - Van Horn Concrete

Last month’s Perking Up was hosted by Van Horn Concrete.

Our thanks to Ken and his staff for their hospitality and

creative networking venue. Chamber members enjoyed

networking with the added bonus of learning the “ ins and

outs” of the concrete business.

In addition, join us in congratulating Van Horn’s Concrete on

reaching a very significant milestone of 100 years in business

(see inside story). Van Horn’s is located at 3770 Airport
Road in Waterford Township. Visit them online at

www.vanhornconcrete.com or call 248-623-6000 for

your concrete needs.  

Photo L to R: 
Megan Brown, 
Cynthia Worswick, 
Ken Clark, 
Tyler Guenther, 
Dennis Malugin. 

congratulations - Business recognition recipients 2016

Business Person of the Year

nikki  Benning
Nikki Benning is a young

enterprising entrepreneur who

has brought her talents to several

area businesses, including

Oakland Yard Athletics as Camp

Director & Marketing Director. She

owns iDig Volleyball and hosts

volleyball leagues at the camp.

This is her 19th season bringing

these leagues to Waterford

Township. 

She also owns a home-based business called The Sweetest

Thing – a custom decorating cookie catering business. Nikki

is very active within the Waterford Community personally and

professionally. She co-chairs the Waterford Area Chamber of

Commerce Young Professionals Network – a group of local

young professionals who are developing and growing their

Waterford businesses. She is also a member of the

Ambassador group who serve local businesses – new and old

as well as B.U.I.L.D. – a business referral group. Doing and

creating business in Waterford Township is Nikki’s top priority.

Her marketing expertise and endless energy hold a proven

record of success. 

Nikki has mastered the talent of “balance” as a working mom.

When she is not working she is mom to her two children, which

generally means driving to dance, gymnastics, bowling, robotics,

lots of arts and crafts, not to mention, kitchen science

experiments and whatever else presents itself. 

Business of the Year

Lockwood of waterford

Lockwood of Waterford was built in 2002 on the site of

Township High School. Interestingly enough, some of their very

own residents and/or their children went to high school there.

Lockwood is very active with the township, Chamber and

Waterford Parks & Recreation. 

They are an active partner with both the Waterford Senior Center

and the Waterford Parks and Recreation Golden Age Group.

They sponsor numerous activities for both of these places and

give generously of their time. Michelle and Lockwood staff are

always on hand to volunteer to score keep at the Golden Age

Games, bake apple pies, serve lunch and breakfasts to guests,

work the spaghetti dinners, and so much more. 

In addition, Lockwood works very hard to partner with companies

and organizations within the Waterford community who provide

various services to their residents. They sponsor and volunteer for

a number of Chamber events including Expo, Concerts in the Park

and the Golf Classic. They are involved with the long-term strategic

plan for Waterford Township and very supportive of the Township

Riverwalk. Lockwood understands the true meaning of building

community, building relationships and supporting local business. 
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2016 Perking Up
Schedule of EventsBOARD OF

DIRECTORS
2016

EXECUTIVE BOARD

President
Amy Vernon

Lé Flair Decorating & Staging

Vice President
David Meyer

Coffee Break Services, Inc.

Treasurer
Hilary Renno
Edward Jones

Secretary
Kris Miller

McLaren Oakland

Past President
Archie Munson

Smith Disposal & Recycling

DIRECTORS

Mark Davis
Michigan Community
Insurance Agency

Dr. Adam Apfelblat
Michigan Chiropractic

Specialists of Waterford P.C.

Andrew Rogers
Midwest Computer Services

Richard Coatta
RC Golf Lessons

Jennifer Hill
Secrest Wardle

Dave Smith
State Farm

Rhonda Lessel
Waterford School District

Margaret Birch
Waterford Township

Treasurer

Marie Hauswirth
Executive Director

WACC

June 7 The Rolladium Skating Center

& Mary Kay

4475 Highland Rd.

June 9 Fort Clarkston joint with

Clarkston Chamber

7127 Dixie Hwy.

July 12 Johnson & Anderson

4494 Elizabeth Lake Rd.

August 2 Canterbury On-the-Lake

5601 Hatchery Rd.

Sept. 13 LaFontaine Automotive

4000 W. Highland Rd.

Oct. 4 McLaren Oakland

Waterford Primary Care

4000 Highland Rd., Ste. 114

Nov. 1 Genisys Credit Union

7372 Highland Rd.

Dec. 6 Open Door Outreach Center

7170 Cooley Lake Rd.

WACC

YOUNG PROFESSIONALS NETWORK

Monthly Meeting
& Networking

OAKLAND COUNTY
INTERNATIONAL

AIRPORT
6500 Patterson Parkway

June 8, 10-11 a.m.

RibbOn CuttinGs
June 15 - 4 p.m.

La Wing station
4240 Pontiac Lake Rd., Waterford Twp.

Friday, June 24, Pierce Middle School Football Field
Gates open at 6:30 p.m. Movie begins at dusk!

Presenting
Sponsor

June 2 - New Horizons 

Concert Band

June 9 - Magic Bus

June 16 - Toppermost Beatles 

Tribute Band

June 23 - Katmandu Seger

Tribute Band

BB-Q & Brew

June 30 - Von Zippers

BB-Q & Brew

A great evening of entertainment, food and beverage.

Bring the family! The kids love the animals and playscape

at Hess-Hathaway Park.

Hosted by:

WACC Annual

Golf Classic

August 12

Pontiac Country Club

WACC

YOUNG PROFESSIONALS NETWORKOUNG PROFESSIONALS NETWORKYOUNG PROFESSIONALS NETWORKOUNG PROFESSIONALS NETWORK

August 5
6 - 10 p.m.

Oakland County
Market

2016

SAVE THE DATES

Oakland County Sportsmen’s Club
4770 Waterford Rd.

August 18
Annual Skeet & Meat
After Hours Mixer
3:30 - 8 p.m.
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Members in the News
Genisys Credit Union Celebrates 80th Anniversary

Genisys is a non-profit, member-owned and focused
financial institution. “We are proud that after eighty
years, Genisys is stronger than ever. We strive to
accomplish the credit union philosophy of ‘people
helping people’ every day, in everything we do.  Our
core values of being trustworthy, member focused,
and providing quality service drive us and are reflected

in everything we do,” said Jackie Buchanan, President/CEO.  

Genisys has frequently been voted Best of the Best credit union,
mortgage lender, and financial advisor by several local publication
reader polls and WDIV-TV viewers. They have been recognized as
a Top 50 Best Credit Union by S&P Global Market Intelligence, Top
100 Safest Credit Unions by bankrate.com; Top 200 Healthiest
Credit Union by depositaccounts.com and Best of Bauer financial
institution, a designation that fewer than 5% of all U.S. financial
institutions receive.

Throughout its history, Genisys has been committed to giving back
to the community. The credit union sponsored over 500 events in
2015, with staff and family members volunteering over 3,700 hours
of service to the community. Genisys contributed over $32,000 to
OLHSA’s Walk for Warmth, over $9,000 to the Food Bank of
Eastern Michigan, and nearly $3,000 to the Children Miracle
Network

Genisys’ history began in 1936, when T&C Federal Credit Union
was formed to serve the employees of the General Motors Truck
and Coach plant.  In 2002, T&C Federal expanded their service to
all residents and businesses in Oakland County. In 2008, T&C
Federal combined with USA Credit Union to complete one of the
largest mergers in credit union history at the time. Through a series
of combinations with other Burroughs affiliated credit unions, the
credit union grew to serve a national membership.  

The “Genisys” name combines the roots of each credit union:
“Gen-” from General Motors and “-isys” from Unisys. In 2015,
Genisys completed a merger with Tri-Pointe Community Credit
Union, adding 25,000 new members and four new locations in
Genesee and Tuscola Counties. The merger made Genisys Credit
Union even stronger and the financial institution finished 2015 with
total assets of approximately $2 billion and nearly 180,000
members. 

In recent years, Genisys Credit Union has further enhanced its
wealth building services, including Genisys Investment Services,
and mobile and online banking services. “We work hard to bring
convenience to our members,” said Buchanan. “We strive to be a
technology leader in the financial industry, offering safe and secure
services through our mobile applications, online banking, and
website.”

Genisys also continues to expand and enhance their ability to
service members in person. The newest addition to Genisys Credit
Union’s branches is located in Royal Oak. Genisys plans to
continue expanding their branches as well as their mobile and
online convenience.

Jackie Buchanan,
President/CEO  

Van Horn Concrete Celebrates
100 Year Anniversary
Longevity with Integrity 

Van Horn Concrete, with locations in
Waterford and Auburn Hills, is proudly
celebrating its 100th year in business. Frank
Van Horn established the company in 1916 as
a block plant. Van Horn’s sons – Bob, Cy, Don
and Fran all became involved in the business,
and in 1954 transitioned the company into a ready-mix concrete
manufacturer and supplier. The company was one of the first to
use 3-yard mixer trucks to deliver the product.  Now the company
has a fleet of over forty 11-yard trucks delivering concrete to
hundreds of residential, commercial and government contractors
in Oakland, Macomb and Genesee counties.  

Richard Clark, President and Co-owner, started with the company
as a bookkeeper in 1973. His son, Ken Clark, tells the story of
how his father was looking for a job and checking the want ads in
the local paper.  Their longtime family friend pointed to the ad for
Van Horn Concrete and told him to apply with the company.
Forty-three years later, Richard is one of the owners of the
company and his son Kenneth is one of the vice presidents.

Co-owner and Senior Vice President, Dennis Malugin, started with
the company in 1972 as a mechanic. He and Clark revolutionized
the production process, achieving a huge milestone for the
company in the early 90’s by more than tripling the company’s
production. Malugin’s knowledge and commitment to the
operations and equipment are second to none, and have
established Van Horn as one of the most efficient ready mix
concrete suppliers in southeastern Michigan. Third Co-Owner,
Gale Wigner, was born and raised in Waterford. He began working
as a driver in 1959 and eventually moved into dispatch and sales.    

Ken Clark began working with the company as a dispatcher during
his college years, and then returned to the company in 2001. Clark
credits the company’s success to the quality of its products, the
dedication of its employees and the strong bonds they’ve formed
with its customers. Clark says, “We do more than manufacturer
an exceptional product, we help build up our community. We build
the houses, the commercial buildings and the roads people live
on, work and shop at and travel.”  Van Horn uses a state of the
art localized dispatching system which allows the customer to
speak directly with the batch-man loading the product as well as
the dispatcher who schedules the delivery.  The company has
been able to survive and thrive through the ups and downs of the
Michigan economy by purchasing, and more importantly,
maintaining top-notch equipment.    

Van Horn Concrete and its officers are very proud they have had
three generations of multiple families working at the company and
have worked with some of their customers for over 50+ years. The
company plans to honor the 100th anniversary with a celebration
for employees and their families later this year.   
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Julie Run to End Hunger
saturday, June 4, 2016

Oakland Community College

Highland Lakes Campus 

7550 Cooley Lake Road 

Waterford, MI 48327

"A Note From Julie" 

Good News! The Julie Run to End Hunger will be held this year – the need is greater
than ever!  More than 8,200 hungry people were fed last year thanks to the efforts
of Open Door Outreach Center.  It is my hope that you will support our annual
event to raise as much money as possible to help Open Door continue the good
work it has been doing for more than 35 years.  Your donations are much
appreciated.  See you at the race on Saturday, June 4th at OCC Highland Lakes
campus for the 5K and 10K Run/Walk. The sun will shine on us all.

Love, Julie
Race Cost:

One Mile Fun Run : $10 ($15 day of run)
5K Run : $25 ($30 day of run)
10K Run : $35 ($40 day of run)

Registration 7:30 a.m. Race 9:00 a.m.

Register Online at  https://www.opendooroutreachcenter.com
OR

Scan this QR CODE on your phone to register online.
Would you like to sponsor?

For further information contact Open Door Outreach Center at 

248-360-2930

Checks can be mailed to:
OPEN DOOR OUTREACH CENTER

7170 Cooley Lake Rd. 
Waterford, MI 48327

~All proceeds go to feeding the hungry in the lakes community~

Learn from the experts...
Summer Lawn Problems Solved! 

Your local Great Lakes ACE

Treating and caring for you lawn in the hot

summer months can be difficult and

stressful, at Great Lakes ACE we offer

advice and solutions for a wide range of

summer lawn issues ranging from invading

insects and weeds, to brown grass and

drought. 

Let’s cover insects first, the most common being grubs. Laying

down a grub insecticide is beneficial in a few ways. One, it takes

away the main food source for moles and other critters, and two,

it helps your lawn establish a good root system since the grubs

won’t be snacking on the roots! The three most common grubs

in our area are European Chafer, Rose Chafer and June Beetles.

Laying down products such as GrubEX help eliminate these

pesky insects. The second most common insect pest is the ant.

Ants love to find damp places to call home, if you have them in

your house it’s usually by a water source (bathroom/kitchen). If

they are outside, a popular place is in your mulch beds. Applying

a product like Ortho Home Defense will create a protective barrier

around these areas and prevent future ant problems. Ortho

Home defense can be used inside and outside and is harmless

for pets and kids once it has dried.

Next, let’s cover some possible reasons why your lawn may be

turning brown. The most obvious is that it’s thirsty! Lawns need

about 125 gallons of water per 1,000 sq ft on a hot sunny day,

but can need as little as 10 gallons on a cooler cloudy day.

Another key reason for browning yellow grass could be it needs

a shot of Nitrogen. Nitrogen provides lawn soil the ability to

produce key proteins needed to encourage green growth. Now,

weeds, weeds, weeds! A lawn’s number one nemesis. Weed &

Feed products work great at controlling weeds in your lawn, if

used properly. The number one misconception is that weed &

feed are put down to prevent the growth of weeds, and this is

not correct. The ingredients in weed killers are actually designed

to grow the weed to death. It has growth stimulants to take it to

the kill stage at a rapid pace.  With this in mind here are few tips

for applying weed killer:

#1 Apply when weeds are actively growing in your yard. 

#2 Do not apply if it is going to rain within the next 24 hours. 

#3 If you are using a granular product it is best to put it down 

when the grass is damp, that way the granules stick to the 

weed and can be absorbed for optimum kill. 

 For one-on-one advice stop in at one of our three local locations: 
Dixie Highway, Highland Road or Union Lake Road. 

Visit online at www.greatlakesace.com
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We Accept New Patients!

 

 
 

  

  

 

 

 
 

  

  

 

 

 
 

  

  

 

 

 
 

  

  

 

 

 
 

  

  

 

 

 
 

  

  

 

Post Impression is a great community event you can participate

in as an individual, a family or a business. Use your talents to

create a colorful post and then celebrate its exhibition on the

River Walk or on the Township Campus. Make it as simple or as

elaborate as your skills allow. 

IT’S ALL ABOUT COLOR! 

The posts will be installed along the River Walk and

on the Township Campus. If you have questions, contact Sue

Camilleri  248-674-6211 or scamilleri@waterfordmi.gov.

Applications and payment must be

submitted by July 1. Applications are

availabe at Waterford Township hall, library

and Chamber of Commerce. You will pick up

your blank post(s) on Saturday, July 9 or

Monday, July 11 between the hours of

10:00 a.m. and noon at the Hess Hathaway

Farm, 825 S. Williams Lake Rd. Remember

that the posts will be displayed outdoors so

use appropriate paint and trims.

Posts must be returned to the farm on

Saturday, August 6 or Monday, August 8
between the hours of 10:00 a.m. and noon.

The posts will be sealed with a clear finish

and a name plate will be  installed on the top

cut of the post with the name of the piece

and the artist. 
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Anniversary Awards
Our sincere congratulations to these recipients and their
significant milestones of continued success! 

*Pontiac Country Club           75 years
4335 Elizabeth Lake Rd.

*Waterford Regional Fire Dept. 75 years
2495 Crescent Lake Rd. 

St. Louis Optometry 65 years
4486 W. Walton Blvd.

*Booth Patterson, P.C. 60 years
1090 W. Huron St.

St. Stephen Lutheran Church 60 years
3795 Sashabaw Rd.

*Overhead Door & Fireplace 52 years
4680 Hatchery Rd.

*Oakland County Parks & Recreation 50 years
2800 Watkins Lake Rd.

*Thermal Shield Windows & Siding 50 years
6000 Williams Lake Rd.

*Arrow Printing, LLC 40 years
5457 Elizabeth Lake Rd.

*Bone & Joint Specialists 40 years
4800 Highland Rd.

Drayton Iron & Metal 40 years
5229 Williams Lake Rd.

*Genisys Credit Union 40 years
7372 Highland Rd.

*Marc Dutton Irrigation, Inc. 40 years
4720 Hatchery Rd.

Mazza Auto Parts 40 years
6357 Highland Rd.

S-G Imported Car Parts 40 years
2580 Dixie Hwy.

Waterford Aviation 40 years
2121 Airport Rd.

Z TECH Rhino Linings 40 years
6367 Highland Rd.

*A World of Glass, LLC 33 years
5830 Andersonville Rd.

Becky’s Hair Force 25 years
5570 Elizabeth Lake Rd.

*Bev’s Canvas Covers 25 years
2260 Scott Lake Rd.

*Hutchinson’s Electric, Inc. 25 years
5828 Dixie Hwy.

*Krane Heating & Cooling 25 years
980 S. Cass Lake Rd.

Lakepointe Chiropractic 25 years
7938 Cooley Lake Rd.

*Lotus Electric, Inc. 25 years
2469 Airport Rd.

Tri County Power Rodding 25 years
3191 Dixie Hwy.

*Shark Club 25 years
6665 Highland Rd.

beautification Awards
Our thanks to these businesses for their investment and
contribution to the beautification of our community.

* Genisys Credit Union 7372 Highland Rd.

Chad’s Landscaping, Inc. 1179 Sylvertis Rd. 

* Stannard & Studt Dentistry 4170 Pontiac Lk. Rd.

Club Royale Boat Sales 1314 Crescent Lk. Rd.

Community service Award

Steve Redfern

It is an honor to partner with Waterford Township for this

significant event. Our thanks to Supervisor, Gary Wall, and his

assistant, Shelly Robinson, for recognizing the importance of

this event, investing their time and resources to honor these

businesses, and passionately recognizing the economic impact

of a strong, sustained business community. 

Additional thanks to the other committee members who work

so hard to make the event a succes:

Maria Glenn, Halo Branded Solutions

Larry Lockwood, Superintendent of Community 

Planning & Development

Carol Mountain, Mountain Realty

Alison Swanson, Waterford Parks & Recreation

Donna Wall

Vi Siders 

And our presenting sponsor...

business Recognition Awards Continued...

(*fellow Chamber members)
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* Indicates new member of the
Waterford Area
Chamber of Commerce

We appreciate your generous support!

Please do business with fellow chamber members
when looking for products and services.

NEW AND RENEWING MEMBERS
JUNE ISSUE 2016

AlliAnCE HEArinG CArE

Kristen Huizdos, Au.D.

6650 Highland Rd. Ste. 110
Waterford, MI 48327
(248) 886-0110
www.alliancehearingcare.com

ArmStronG DEntAl

michael Armstrong DDS

1132 Voorheis Rd.
Waterford, MI 48328
(248) 682-6911
www.armstrongdental.com

BAKEr CollEGE of AUBUrn

HillS

Phasefanie owens

1500 University Drive
Auburn Hills, MI 48326
(248) 276-8262
www.baker.edu

BrEAKfASt oPtimiSt ClUB of

WAtErforD tWP.

Bill Burr

c/o 3063 Alden Dr.
Stearling Heights, MI 48310
(586) 484-1806
www.facebook.com/
OptimistClubWaterford

BUrKE BUilDinG CEntEr, inC.

Harold Doremus

4315 Dixie Hwy.
Waterford, MI 48329
(248) 673-1211
www.burkelumber.doitbest.com

CAmP - r - CrUiSE

John Brouillard

4679 Dixie Hwy.
Waterford, MI 48329
(248) 673-4400
www.camp-r-cruise.com

CAnDiDAtE for toWnSHiP

trUStEE

Anthony Bartolotta *

2915 Voorheis Rd.
Waterford, MI 48328
(248) 980-4677

CAnDiDAtE for toWnSHiP

trUStEE mAtt mArKo 

matthew marko *

1222 Forest Bay Dr.
Waterford, MI 48328
(248) 289-0337

CJ'S BrEWinG ComPAny

Bill Shikwana

8115 Richardson Rd.
Commerce Twp., MI 48390
(248) 366-7979
www.cjsbrewingcompany.com

CJ'S UPPEr DECK BAr & Grill

Gino Spigno

3270 W. Huron
Waterford, MI 48328
(248) 682-6200
www.cjsupperdeck.com

ComPAny folDErS, inC.

Vladimir Gendelman

3297 Orchard Lake Rd. Ste. 203
Keego Harbor, MI 48320
(248) 738-7600
www.companyfolders.com

GrAPHmArK SErViCES

John merz *

39 S. Main St.
Clarkston, MI 48347
(248) 625-4300
www.graphmark.net

HEnSon BAUEr AGEnCy inC.

ian Henson

4568 W. Walton Blvd. Ste. A
Waterford, MI 48329
(248) 742-1365
www.allstateagencies.com/ianhenson

HoliDAy inn ExPrESS

yvette Kalabat

4350 Pontiac Lake Rd.
Waterford, MI 48328
(248) 674-3434
www.holidayinnwaterford.com

imPEriAl AUto WASH

russ Bartolotta

521 Elizabeth Lk. Rd.
Waterford, MI 48328
(248) 681-0180

l.A. CAfE

Darren & Heidi Graunstadt

5815 Dixie Hwy.
Waterford, MI 48329
(248) 623-1610
www.myspace.com/lacafe

lA WinG StAtion

Juliano Aziza *

4240 Pontiac Lake Rd.
Waterford, MI 48328
(248) 673-2209
https://www.facebook.com/
lawingstation

lEGAlSHiElD AnD iD SHiElD

Carol Compagnoni

11380 Shaffer
Davisburg, MI 48350
(248) 420-3126
www.ccompagnoni.legalshieldassoci-
ate.com

liGHtHoUSE of oAKlAnD

CoUnty

liz mclachlan *

46156 Woodward Ave.
Pontiac, MI 48342
(248) 972-1484
www.lighthouseoakland.org

mCCoUrt'S mUSiCAl inStrU-

mEntS

mark Campbell

3040 Sashabaw Rd.
Waterford, MI 48329
(248) 673-7500
www.mccourtsmusic.com

miCHiGAn yoUtH flAG foot-

BAll

Bryan ledin

2044 Franklin Rd.
Bloomfield Hills, MI 48302
(248) 454-9700
www.michiganyouthflagfootball.com

nEriUm inDEPEnDEnt BrAnD

PArtnEr, KArEn PHElPS

Karen Phelps

9957 Kingston Ridge
Clarkston, MI 48348
(248) 625-4897
www.larrypehlps.nerium.com

oAKlAnD CoUnty CHilDrEn'S

VillAGE foUnDAtion

Kelly lewis

1200 N. Telegraph Rd.
Pontiac, MI 48341
(248) 858-1150
www.cvfoun

PEtrUSHA & SonS AUto

rob Petrusha

2329 Airport Rd.
Waterford, MI 48327
(248) 666-4144

rotAry ClUB of WAtErforD

Jeff rabanus

P.O. Box 300115
Waterford, MI 48330
(248) 425-0601
www.rotaryofwaterford.com

StAtE rEPrESEntAtiVE

Jim tedder

N-892 House Office Building
P.O. Box 30014
Lansing, MI 48909
(517) 373-0615
www.electjimtedder.com

tESt GAUGE & BACKfloW SUP-

Ply

Jeff Vlisides

3549 Airport Rd. #102
Waterford, MI 48329
(844) 328-4804
www.testgaugemi.com

trACtor SUPPly ComPAny

Dave mickel

10150 Highland Rd.
White Lake, MI 48386
(248) 698-3075
www.tractorsupply.com

U.S. PoStAl SErViCE

mark Jewell

5340 Highland Rd.
Waterford, MI 48327
(248) 673-2672
www.usps.com

VErizon WirElESS nEtWorK

Duleer Gnwia

320 Town Center Blvd #2
White Lake, MI 48386
(248) 698-7800
http://wirelessnetworkcommunica-
tion.com/

WAtErforD AtHlEtiC trAininG

CEntEr

John Hodgins *

2220 Mall Dr. E.
Waterford, MI 48328
(248) 390-2559
http://waterfordathletictraining.wee-
bly.com/

WAtErforD inSUrAnCE AGEnCy

richard Berkfield

2625 Pontiac Lake Rd.
Waterford, MI 48328
(248) 682-0044
www.berkfield.com

WAtErforD yoUtH ASSiStAnCE

Stacy Williams

5640 Williams Lake Rd. Ste. 201
Waterford, MI 48329
(248) 618-7383
www.waterfordyouthassistance.com
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MEMBERS IN THE NEWS continued...

Why a VA Mortgage?
Many veterans and servicemen have not taken advantage of a VA
mortgage. The Veterans Administration developed this mortgage
benefit to assist veterans and their spouses to obtain affordable
home financing. A veteran can have no downpayment and the seller
can contribute up to 4% of the sales price to pay for closing costs.
To the veteran this can mean very little money to close on their
home. In addition, veterans can refinance up to 100% of the value,
so this may assist them in getting a lower rate, if the value of the
home is close to the balance of the mortgage, or help to consolidate
debt.

Many veterans and their spouses have avoided obtaining VA
mortgages because they once knew them to be quite cumbersome
and very time consuming to obtain. This is simply not the case
anymore. VA has worked very hard in automating many processes for
mortgage lenders. In addition, the VA approved appraiser, looks out
for the veterans to make sure the home is properly priced and to make
sure no health & safety issues are present. VA mortgage rates are very
comparable to other programs.

If you or a loved one who has served in the military have any
questions regarding this great mortgage benefit, please do not
hesitate to call Cindy Taylor (NMLS#139808), Huron Valley Financial,
at 248-891-8226.  Huron Valley Financial offers our own
knowledgeable VA LAPP approved underwriters and is a direct
lender for VA.

YPN Co-Chair
Up Close & Personal

Josh Eckstein, Primerica

Josh Eckstein is with Primerica Financial

Services and works out of the Clarkston Office

on Dixie Highway. Josh has been an agent with Primerica for over

three years and is a new resident of Clarkston. He is originally from

the southwest suburbs of Chicago. 

In high school, Josh was involved with his youth and led retreats

for his church and the Diocese of Joliet.  He is a Eagle Scout and

has spent weeks canoeing along the Canadian Border as well as

hiking in the Southwest Rockies.

He received a Psychology and Religious Studies degree from

Bradley University in Peoria. He served as the Leadership Ethics

Achievement and Development (LEAD) chairman during his tenure

with Sigma Nu Fraternity, and spent his college years working at

the Heart of Illinois Special Recreations Association (HISRA). Josh

was able to teach himself sign language as a way to help

communicate with various participants in the camps. Upon

returning home, Josh worked with The Special Association for

Special Education in DuPage County (SASED) as a teacher’s

assistant in a special education classroom, and supplemented his

income as a server with Buffalo Wild Wings.  

He quickly moved into a management position and made that his

first major career move. He was the GM of the Woodridge, IL location

and recognized as the Woodridge Chamber of Commerce Business

of the Year, as well as the city of Woodridge Business of the Year.  A

year later, Josh was recognized as Young Professional of the Year in

the Downers Grove Chamber of Commerce. 

Josh decided to move closer to the BWW franchise headquarters

and moved to Michgian. He was the GM of the Waterford location

for nearly three years when he decided to make a career change

to Primerica Financial Services. He met his business partner, Dody

McGee, at the WACC Golf Classic. Through his connections he

has established himself in the Waterford area.

His volunteerism now extends to the Advisory Board for Visions

Clubhouse in Pontiac, Unit Commissioner with the Pontiac/Manito

District of the Boy Scouts and Micah 6 Community in Pontiac, a

501(c) (3) community development organization. Josh has also

been active with My Habitat Clarkston and Clarkston SCAMP. 

Josh is a very active Chamber member. He serves as co-chair of

the Young Professionals Network.  “I am excited about the growth

and development of young professionals not only socially, but

professionally,” says Josh. My goal is to continue the job my good

friend John Allen started before his unfortunate passing last

October. The group has seen tremendous growth.”

Josh’s career vision is to have an office in all 50 states. His mission

mirror’s Primerica’s mission of helping families earn more income,

become properly protected, debt free, and financially independent.
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MEMBERS IN THE NEWS continued...

Cost: $175 for the first child, $25 discount each child after the same family. Before and
after care will be available 8-9 a.m. and 3-5 p.m. for $7 per hour.

Email: bonnielswope@yahoo.com or visit
www.starlighttheater.net/classes_camps.html

to reserve your spot TODAY and get your registration form before it’s full!

Ambassador of the Month

Angela banister, branch Manager
Huntington bank

Angela Banister has been part of the

Waterford Community for quite some

time. She is the Past President of the

Waterford Chamber, Past President of

Waterford Rotary and Past Treasurer of

Clarkston Area Lions Club. Angela has

been involved in numerous committees

within Waterford Community.

Angela began her career in banking in May 1995 for Lapeer

County Bank and Trust Co. She held management positions for

different banks and transitioned into Huntington Bank in February

2014.  

Huntington Bank is celebrating its 150th Anniversary through 2016.

Huntington Bank ranks highest in J.D. Power U.S. Retail Banking

Satisfaction Study for the 4th straight year. Huntington Bank is the

nation’s #1 SBA Lender.  It was also recognized as one of the top

banks for small business nationally and regionally. Huntington was

named winner of the TNS Choice Awards for Consumer Retail

Bank of the U.S. for fourth time. 

Huntington Bank is a full service financial institution that offers

everything for Consumer and Business. If you are looking to

make a banking change, please call Angela 248-683-6822 or

email angela.c.banister@huntington.com.

When Angela is not working, she enjoys vacationing and golfing

with her husband, Darwin. They also enjoy spending time with

their granddaughters, Violet and Rinoa.  
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RELAy FOR LiFE OF WAtERFORd
Saturday, June 14 10:00 a.m. - Sunday, June 15 10:00 a.m. 

The American Cancer Society Relay For Life is a life-

changing 24 hour event that gives everyone in

communities across the globe a chance to celebrate the lives

of people who have battled cancer, remember loved ones lost,

and fight back against the disease. At Relay, teams of people

camp out at a local high school, park, or fairground and take

turns walking or running around a track or path. 

Anyone can participate in Relay For Life. Friends, families,

neighbors, classmates, sports teams, etc., can form their own

teams. No matter who you are, there’s a place for you at Relay.

For more information, to sign-up or donate, visit

http://relay.acsevents.org.
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Prepare for a day at the beach! Bring your lawn chairs, blankets

and umbrellas. Don't forget sunscreen, binoculars, and a

camera to capture all the action. 

The 17th Annual Quake On The Lake inboard hydroplane races will

have the feel of a WWF Smack-Down with the best Grand Prix

drivers from the northeast and northwest battling it out for their

place in the record books. These are the “Big Boats”--12’ wide,

built of carbon fiber and other lightweight composite materials, and

weigh-in at around 2,900 pounds. Eight other inboard classes will

be competing for world record speeds.  Classic vintage boats and

stock outboards including "J" stock hydros, with drivers as young

as 9 years old! Witness all the "behind-the-scenes" action firsthand!

See the inboard race boats close up and personally meet race

teams!

Flaming Pistons Classic Car Club

This year's classic car show takes on a whole new life! The Flaming

Pistons Classic Car Club will be hosting the second annual Quake

Classic Car Show. On Saturday from 9-5, classic cars from around

the state will be competing for this prestigious title.

Let There Be Rock 

Saturday night after the races, rock to the entertainment of Let

There Be Rock, an AC/DC Tribute Band.

DIA Away: Think Like an Artist 

DIA Away is a free, mobile interactive classroom and a creative

exploration space for people of all ages. It brings educational,

hands-on art experiences to schools, community centers, senior

facilities, fairs and festivals throughout Macomb, Oakland and

Wayne counties.

DIA Away is a fully furnished, vibrantly designed 53’ double-

expandable trailer. Inside, participants will discover some of the

ways artists think and then have the opportunity to try out creative

thinking skills at digital and hands-on stations. Visitors will be

surprised and inspired to discover the connections between

themselves and the ways artists think and work.

NEW for 2016 Friday "Hot Summer Nights" Mixer 
Gate Price $35.00 - Live Entertainment 

Sample local craft beers and wines from Blakes Hard Cider,

Rochester Brewery, Modern Kraft Wines and more...

12 drink tickets & 4 food tickets included

Sunset pontoon cruises/demos provided by Colony Marine

Professional Sand Sculpting and more!

General Admission Sat. July 23rd, and Sun. July 24th 
Regular Gate Admission

Adults - $10.00

Children (5-12) - $5.00

Children (4 & Under) - FREE

Pit Passes ~ $10.00 - Valid ALL WEEKEND!

This is the largest fund-raising effort for the Oakland County

Community Club's Race For Charity. In cooperation with officials from

Oakland County, Waterford and White Lake, as well as the DNRE and

sanctioned by the American Power Boat Association; proceeds from

this fund-raiser directly benefit the Rainbow Connection whose

mission is to make the special wishes of Michigan children with life-

threatening or terminal illnesses come true. 

Visit www.quakeonthelake.com for more Quake updates!

Quake 2016 to be bigger & better than ever! 
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Message from the President...

– Return Service Request –

Are you ready for a long, hot summer with lots

of great outdoor Chamber events? We have

Concerts in The Park at Hess Hathaway Park

every Thursday in June. If you have never

attended one of these, you are really in for a

treat, so bring your family, friends and

neighbors!  Another terrific event for families is Movies Under the

Moonlight on June 24 at Pierce Middle School. On August 5,

Oakland Uncorked is back for the fourth year in a row for all you

wine and food lovers. Our Annual Golf Classic is being held on

August 12 – don’t miss this sellout event!

Be sure to get outdoors and take advantage of all our parks,

lakes, and golf courses in our beautiful Waterford community.  

Enjoy your summer!

Amy Vernon, Le’Flair Decorating & Staging

President  


