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Our thanks to Canterbury-on-
the-Lake for hosting the
August Perking Up in their
beautiful chapel! Canterbury-
on-the-Lake is a proud
member of the Chamber and
enjoys the opportunities that
they are given to support our

local community. Canterbury-on-the-Lake is a continuing-care
senior living community that offers independent living, assisted
living, short-term rehabilitation and long-term skilled nursing
care. Canterbury is situated on 40-acres of beautifully
landscaped grounds. Their residents and their loved ones are
able to enjoy their beautiful gardens while walking down paved
paths that lead to Clam Lake.  

They are excited to say Canterbury is growing! Soon, they  will
have all levels of care under one roof. Currently, they are in the
planning stages for building a single story, 32 bed Home for
the Aged licensed memory care community. This will allow
them care for residents needing assisted living, while catering
to those with Alzheimer’s disease or another form of
Dementia. The state-of the-art building will have all of the
amenities their residents and their family members expect
from Canterbury. There will be home-like common areas, as
well as a staff that is specially trained to care for those with
memory care needs. Canterbury’s unique community offers
everything one could want in senior living: beauty, comfort,
security and peace of mind. For more information or to take a
tour of Canterbury, please contact Canterbury at 248-674-
9292.  

August Perking UP - Canterbury-on-the-Lake

Hilary Renno, Liz Vachon, Margaret Birch, 
Kim Deegan, Susan Hammersmith

Save the Date!

Mark your calendars for Thursday,

ocTober 27Th for an ouTsTanding

business conference

KEYNOTE SPEAKER:
YOUNG PROFESSIONAL

ANDREW CHMIELEWSKI, FOUNDER OF DAVE’S
SWEET TOOTH AND THE MITTEN CRATE

TIM SMITH
CEO & OWNER OF SKIDMORE STUDIO,

DETROIT, MICHIGAN

BRENDA MELLER
ASSISTANT VICE PRESIDENT OF MARKETING,

WALSH COLLEGE

JAMES CRISTBROOK
OWNER OF SHAIN PARK REALTORS,

BIRMINGHAM, MICHIGAN

Generation to generation business is still

business, but along the way our processes,

tools and mindsets must evolve. Join the

Waterford Area Chamber of Commerce, in

partnership with our Young Professionals

Network, as we launch Infused365 - a business

conference integrating business excellence.
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2016 Perking up
schedule of eventsBOARD OF

DIRECTORS
2016

EXECUTIVE BOARD

President
Amy Vernon

Lé Flair Decorating & Staging

Vice President
David Meyer

Coffee Break Services, Inc.

Treasurer
Hilary Renno
Edward Jones

Secretary
Kris Miller

McLaren Oakland

Past President
Archie Munson

Smith Disposal & Recycling

DIRECTORS

Mark Davis
Michigan Community
Insurance Agency

Dr. Adam Apfelblat
Michigan Chiropractic

Specialists of Waterford P.C.

Andrew Rogers
Midwest Computer Services

Richard Coatta
RC Golf Lessons

Jennifer Hill
Secrest Wardle

Dave Smith
State Farm

Rhonda Lessel
Waterford School District

Margaret Birch
Waterford Township

Treasurer

Marie Hauswirth
Executive Director

WACC

Sept. 13 LaFontaine Automotive

4000 W. Highland Rd.

Oct. 4 McLaren Oakland

Waterford Primary Care

4000 Highland Rd., Ste. 114

Nov. 1 Genisys Credit Union

7372 Highland Rd.

Dec. 6 Open Door Outreach Center

7170 Cooley Lake Rd.

WACC

YOUNG PROFESSIONALS NETWORK

Monthly Meeting
& Networking

OAKLAND COUNTY
INTERNATIONAL

AIRPORT
6500 Patterson Parkway
September 14, 10-11 a.m.

The Chamber will be contacting those businesses
on our Perking Up list to complete our 2017
calendar schedule. We look forward to another
great line up of local businesses!

9.14.16 

ChOPPeD: ChaMBeR eDItION

Based on the wildly popular Food Network show

“Chopped,” our teams will compete before a panel

of judges taking everyday items and turning them

into something healthy and extraordinary – but

watch out – what secret ingredient may throw our

teams into a tailspin? 

Teams from the Waterford, West Bloomfield, and

Farmington/Farmington Hills Chambers will compete.

Join us for cross community networking as we root

for OUR very own Chef, Ted Teeter, from Fork n’

Pint. Space is limited! See insert.

MeMbership

OrientatiOn

september 28    12 - 1 p.m.

Waterford township Library                    

5168 Civic Center Dr.

Get on track and make sure you are maximizing

your chamber membership and understand the

return on your investment.  

Lunch compliments of

Sponsored by:

Save the Date
Today’s Inspiring Women

A Women Rock Event

November 17, 2016
10 a.m - 2 p.m.

White Lake Oaks

RIBBON CUTTING
September 12 - 11:30 a.m.
Waterford Fitness Studio

1150 Scott Lake Rd.
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Members in the News

YPN SPOTLIGHT

Rebecca Mangopoulos, a loan officer with
Michigan First Mortgage, located at 6501
Highland Rd., recently celebrated her one year
anniversary with the company. Prior to joining
Michigan First, Rebecca worked at First National
in East Lansing right after high school. Over her

six years of employment, she gained experience in several different
roles, beginning in the collection department and eventually
landing in the residential lending department where she became
a loan officer. What finally drew her to Michigan First was the ability
to offer a much wider range of mortgage products than she had
seen at other lending institutions, paired  with a strong company
commitment to offer solutions, and guidance  in the customer’s
long term best interest.  Michigan First offers a unique in-house
product that is geared towards assisting credit troubled borrowers
recover from a variety of situations and move forward to regain
financial stability and attain home ownership. As she celebrates
her first year, Rebecca is delighted she joined the team at Michigan
First Mortgage.

Aside from keeping busy as a loan officer, Rebecca is the oldest
of six, and grew up in Okemos where she and her siblings were
homeschooled. She grew up very close with her family, especially
grandparents who immigrated to the Lansing area from Florina,
Greece. She isn’t fluent in Greek, but has learned the important
phrases like “How are you?”, “I Love you”, and “I’d like some wine
please.” Throughout high school, Rebecca was involved in the
Lansing area homeschool group and local youth groups, along
with eight years of piano lessons, school plays, public speaking
tournaments, and volunteering with local political campaigns. 

After graduating from high school, Rebecca enrolled at Lansing
Community College’s photography program and graduated with
a 2-year degree. Her portfolio can be viewed at
www.RMportraitgallery.com. She still enjoys taking out her
Canon D-50 or GoPro for photoshoots or capturing family events.
However, her career path in banking, from a relatively young age,
strongly instilled a sense of personal finance skills and a passion
to work and educate others. The education system fails most
students with basic finance knowledge such as filing taxes,
insurance knowledge, or even handling a credit card.  Rebecca
hopes to start an organization in the future focused on teaching
personal finance to children from elementary grades to high
school. 

In the meantime, Rebecca enjoys playing with her hedgehog
Toula, traveling, and a new found love for golf. She is also working
on her bachelor’s degree in finance through Northwood University,
where she takes classes online full time and plans to graduate in
spring of 2017, while continuing to grow with Michigan First and
the Waterford/Oakland County community.

Hilary Renno Receives Edward Jones
Award for Exceptional Achievement in

Building Client Relationships

Hilary Renno, of the financial services firm Edward
Jones in Waterford/Clarkston, recently won the
firm's Frank Finnegan Award for her exceptional
achievement in building client relationships. Renno was one of 975
of the firm's 14,000 financial advisors to receive the Frank Finnegan
award. The award is named after Frank Finnegan, who joined
Edward Jones in 1953 in St. Louis after playing professional
baseball. He is the firm's longest-tenured active financial advisor.

Edward Jones, a Fortune 500 company, provides financial services for
individual investors in the United States and, through its affiliate, in Canada.
Every aspect of the firm's business, from the types of investment options
offered to the location of branch offices, is designed to cater to individual
investors in the communities in which they live and work. The firm's
14,000-plus financial advisors work directly with nearly 7 million clients.
Edward Jones, which ranked No. 10 on FORTUNE magazine's 100 Best
Companies to Work For in 2016, is headquartered in St. Louis. The
Edward Jones website is www.edwardjones.com, and its recruiting
website is www.careers.edwardjones.com. Member SIPC.

Waterford School District to Open New
Waterford Fitness Studio

The Waterford School District will open its
new Waterford Fitness Studio, Covert Center,
1150 Scott Lake Road, Waterford on
September 6. The Waterford Fitness Studio
is an extension of the Waterford Pool and
Fitness Centers, which are located on
Kettering and Mott campuses.

The Waterford Fitness Studio will offer a variety of land fitness and
wellness classes available to the community. Pool and Fitness
Center members and non-members alike will have access to these
classes at the new studio. Fitness classes such as Pilates, Fitness
Fusion, Fit over Fifty, Zumba, Cardio Combo, Bellies and Booties,
and much more will be available at our dedicated fitness studio. A
variety of wellness classes include Makeover Monday, Wellness
Wednesday, Food for Thought Thursday and Senior Brunch and
Learn.

Members of the Pool & Fitness Centers have exclusive access to
a variety of amenities including complimentary land and water
group fitness classes, wellness classes, access to a wellness
coordinator who will provide support and instruction, and free Kids
Swim Club. It also includes a guided tour and a personalized health
& wellness assessment (18 & older).

The Waterford Area Chamber of Commerce will hold a ribbon
cutting ceremony on Monday, September 12, 11:30 a.m. at the
Waterford Fitness Center. To learn more call 248-673-9969 or
248-674-6360.



Page 4 Waterford area chamber of commerce



Waterford area chamber of commerce Page 5

We Accept New Patients!

 

 
 

  

  

 

 

 
 

  

  

 

 

 
 

  

  

 

 

 
 

  

  

 

 

 
 

  

  

 

 

 
 

  

  

 

MEMBERS IN THE NEWS continued...

Business Aviation Expo Soars Higher

Corporate executives can learn how to make their businesses

soar at the Business Aviation Expo on Thursday, Sept. 22 at

Oakland County International Airport’s (OCIA) modern LEED Gold-

certified airport terminal. At least 20 business aircraft will be on

display and available for tours along with 19 aviation vendors to

demonstrate the vast benefits of business aviation. OCIA, the

Michigan Business Aviation Association (MBAA), and media

partner, Crain’s Detroit Business, are hosting the event.

“The expo is an opportunity for c-suite executives to learn about

how business aviation can boost their bottom lines,” County

Executive, L. Brooks Patterson, said. “Private air transportation

enables both businesses and individuals to reach 5,000 U.S.

airports, 10 times as many as commercial airlines.”

Corporate Eagle, Pentastar Aviation, and Royal Air Charter will be

among the OCIA businesses on hand next to original equipment

manufacturers Dassault Falcon Jet, Bombardier, Embraer

Executive Jets, Gulfstream, and Textron.

There will be four break-out sessions designed to educate both

veterans of and those who are new to business aviation. These

sessions are “Getting Started in Business Aviation” by Brad Bruce, 

Vice President of Sales for Pentastar Aviation and Roger Salo,

Chair of the MBAA; “The Ins and Outs of Fractional Ownership”

with Rick Nini, President and CEO of Corporate Eagle; the “Aircraft

Transactions and other Hot Topics” with Clifford Maine, Chairman

of the aviation law group at the law firm of Barnes & Thornburg;

and “When Cash is King, Leasing may be the Answer” by Greg

Babcock, Vice President, central USA sales region for Global Jet

Capital.

OCIA hosted Michigan’s first business aviation expo last year.

Participants wanted to see the event grow, so OCIA and its

sponsors are making the event bigger and better this year. For

more information or to register, go to www.OakGov.com/Aviation

and click on the expo link. To join the conversation, use

#MichAirExpo.

The Business Aviation Expo is made possible by its sponsors. At

the Gold Level are Corporate Eagle, Pentastar Aviation, and Royal

Air Charter. At the Silver Level are Dassault Falcon Jet, Satcom

Direct, and Sidock Group, Inc.

Bill Mullan, Media & Communications Officer, Business Aviation

Soars Higher, /www.oakgov.com,15-08-16,

https://www.oakgov.com/news/Pages/pr_16_81.aspx
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Elizabeth Lake Urgent
Care Celebrates

Anniversary

The ELIZABETH LAKE URGENT

CARE is located at 2446 Elizabeth
Lake Road in Waterford Township. The Urgent Care Center opened

their doors to the public in August of 2014. In celebration of their two

year Anniversary the owners will be hosting an  ICE CREAM SOCIAL

on September 9 from 5-7 p.m. The community is welcome!  At that

time ALL sports physicals will be $15.00 cash. In addition, $60.00

urgent care visits for new patients.

In addition, the Elizabeth Urgent Care will be celebrating along with

their sister Urgent Care located at 2510 S. Telegraph Rd., Suite C
in Bloomfield Hills. The Telegraph location will also be hosting their

ICE CREAM SOCIAL from 5-7 p.m. in celebration of their one year

Anniversary. The Bloomfield Urgent Care will also have the sports

physical prices for $15.00 each cash. Free blood pressure checks

all day at both facilities!

The Urgent Care Centers invite both communities to stop in and

enjoy a cold ice cream cone and celebrate, along with the

Physicians and the staff, their dedication to our

communities and patients. They look forward to

seeing you! For additional information visit online at

http://elizabethlakeurgentcare.com or phone

248-309-3344. 

St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church Craft Show
Vendors & Crafters Wanted

St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church will be hosting a

Holiday Craft Show at the church on Saturday,

November 12 from 9:00 a.m. until 4:00 p.m.

Vendors and crafters are invited to rent space at a

cost of $25.00.  

If you have questions or would be interested in

renting a table, please contact the church office at

248-673-7635 (Mondays & Fridays / 9:00 a.m. –

4:00 p.m.) or Pamela Morrison at 248-431-8108. 

You may also email the church at

office@standrewswaterford.org. St. Andrews is

located at 5301 Hatchery Road, Waterford.

Oakland Hope Celebrates Grand Opening

Oakland HOPE is a new Faith Based
Client Choice Food Pantry serving the
under-employed and working poor of
Oakland County.  They dedicated the
facility at 373 Summit Drive with a
ribbon-cutting and fundraiser Aug. 3.
"Tonight is really a night of celebration
and thanksgiving," Norma Okonski, Executive Director of Oakland
HOPE told volunteers and guests at the event.  We are motivated
by the love of God to alleviate hunger and empower lives.

Oakland HOPE occupies the former Office Max store behind the
Summit Place Mall and will provide a client-choice food pantry,
human services for its clients and a thrift store. Supporters
recognized at the dedication were Kroger, Home Depot, Altria
and Andrew Hartman of Student Painters. “Our dream is simple
but challenging: We believe hunger is unacceptable." Donations
for the HOPEgoods Thrift Store are currently being accepted
Monday, Tuesday and Saturday mornings. Funds raised through
the Thrift Store help us purchase more food for the Food Pantry.

David Baetens of Clarkston served as master of ceremonies for
event. Pastor Rick Bosnack of Lifepoint Christian Church of
Waterford gave the benediction. Marie Hauswirth, Executive
Director of the Waterford Chamber of Commerce, supervised the
ribbon-cutting. Other speakers included State Rep. Jim Tedder;
Michael Gingell, Chairman of the Board of Oakland County
Commissioners; Gary Wall, Waterford Township Supervisor; and
volunteer Diane Hausker of White Lake.

Oakland Hope welcomes you to come by for coffee and
conversation and explore how they can work together.  Call
Norma at Oakland HOPE 248-783-6547 or visit them at
www.oaklandhope.org. 
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We appreciate your generous support!

Please do business with fellow chamber members
when looking for products and services.

NEW AND RENEWING MEMBERS
SEPTEMBER ISSUE 2016

AAA INSURANCE AGENT: 
JON GILROY
Jon Gilroy*
5324 Highland Rd.
Waterford, MI 48327
(248) 618-3665
http://aaa.com/jongilroy

ADP
Stephen Taylor*
5850 Mercury Dr., Ste. 280
Dearborn, MI 48126
(313) 845-6992
http://www.runadp.com/

ALLSTATE INSURANCE
Karen McMurray
6684 Dixie Hwy., Ste. D
Clarkston, MI 48346
(248) 625-5880
www.allstate.com/karenmcmurray

AL'S QUICK LUBE
Matt Baker*
7585 Highland Rd.
Waterford, MI 48327
(248) 623-3372
www.alsquicklube.com

AL'S QUICK LUBE
Matt Baker*
5498 Dixie Hwy.
Waterford, MI 48329
(248) 623-3372
www.alsquicklube.com

BLESSINGS IN A BACKPACK-
WATERFORD
Barb Laing
1120 E. Long Lake Rd., Ste. 205
Troy, MI 48085
(248) 740-7600
www.blessingsinabackpack.com

CABINET CREATIONS, INC.
Ron & Karen Allcorn
5740 Williams Lake Rd.
Waterford, MI 48329
(248) 618-3332
www.cabinetcreations.net

COIN LAUNDRY ON WALTON
Jane Dirker
3980 W. Walton Blvd.
Waterford, MI 48329
(248) 673-7640

CYGNET FINANCIAL FREEDOM
HOUSE
Ted Lakkides
4139 W. Walton Blvd., Ste. D
Waterford, MI 48329
(248) 673-2900
www.financialfreedomhouse.com

ELIZABETH LAKE ESTATES
Donna Lombardo
5278 Rosamond
Waterford, MI 48327
(248) 682-1414

ELIZABETH LAKE URGENT
CARE
Tami Miller
2446 Elizabeth Lake Rd.
Waterford, MI 48328
(248) 309-3344
www.elizabethlakeurgentcare.com

GR INNOVATIONS LLC
Rebecca Hack
6650 Highland Rd. #209-210
Waterford, MI 48327
(248) 618-3813
www.grinnovationsllc.com

INDEPENDENCE TRUCK
REPAIR LLC
Jan Scislowicz
2375 Dixie Hwy.
Waterford, MI 48328
(248) 454-5149

INxSQL SOFTWARE
Bob Reynolds
1117 S. Cass Lake Rd.
Waterford, MI 48328
(248) 681-6310
www.inxsql.com

LULAROE CELESTE NICHOLE
Celeste Buie*
1039 Wheatfield Dr.
Lake Orion, MI 48362
(586) 722-3593
https://www.facebook.com/groups
/lularoecelestenichole/

MICHIGAN COMMUNITY
INSURANCE AGENCY, INC.
Mark Davis
49357 Pontiac Trail
Wixom, MI 48393
(248) 926-1444
www.michigancommunity.com

NEW WINE FELLOWSHIP
Jose & Cecila Ybarra
2671 Williams Lake Rd.
Waterford, MI 48329
(248) 461-6776
http://www.newwinefellowshiponlin
e.org/

PONTIAC NORTH OAKLAND
ZONTA CLUB
Marilyn Valeri Colton*
5350 Green Rd.
Fenton, MI 48439
(517) 546-3891
http://www.zonta15.org/pontiacnor
thoakland.html

SILVER LAKE GOLF CLUB
Mary Quackenbush
2602 W. Walton Blvd.
Waterford, MI 48329
(248) 673-1611
www.silverlakegc.com

SO THAI RESTAURANT
Tammy Sookthis
3377 Elizabeth Lake Rd.
Waterford, MI 48328
(248) 682-6350
www.eatsothai.com

SPORTSMEN'S GREAT
NORTHERN GRILL
Tom Kurko
5864 Dixie Hwy.
Clarkston, MI 48346
(248) 623-1122
www.sportsmens.comcastbiz.net

SUMMIT CHIROPRACTIC
Samuel Gray, DC
2801 Elizabeth Lake Rd., Ste.100
Waterford, MI 48328
(248) 683-6260
www.summitchirocare.com

TOTAL DOOR, AN OPENINGS
COMPANY
Patricia Yulkowski
6145 Delfield
Waterford, MI 48329
(248) 623-6899
www.totaldoor.com

VILLAGE GREEN OF
WATERFORD
Robert Caplinger
950 Village Green Ln.
Waterford, MI 48328
(248) 682-8900
www.villagegreen.com

WATERFALL JEWELERS
Christi Brown
340 Town Center Blvd. #E108
White Lake, MI 48386
(248) 698-1200
www.waterfalljewelers.com

WATERFORD FOUNDATION
FOR PUBLIC EDUCATION
Mary Lou Simmons
932 Sloane Ct.
White Lake, MI 48386
(248) 673-7757
https://www.facebook.com/Waterf
ordFoundationforPublicEducation/
?fref=nf

WATERFORD HISTORICAL
SOCIETY
Sally Strait
4490 Hatchery Rd.
Waterford, MI 48329
(248) 683-2697
www.waterfordhistoricalsociety.org

WATERFORD TOWNSHIP
POLICE DEPT.
Deputy Chief Jeff James
5150 Civic Center Dr.
Waterford, MI 48328
(248) 674-0351
www.waterfordmi.gov

* Indicates new member
of the Waterford Area
Chamber of Commerce
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MEMBERS IN THE NEWS continued...

Oakland County International Airport
Open House & Air Show Expands Show

The Oakland County
International Airport
(OCIA) Open House &
Air Show is expanding
its air show from an
hour to an hour-and-a-
half to include more

aerial acts this year. Cold War-era military trainer jets will take to the
skies along with aerobatic planes.

Also new this year, two to four passengers at a time will be able to
take open cockpit airplane rides in a vintage aircraft from Waldo
Wright’s Flying Service. The flights last 10 minutes and cost $75
per passenger. The open house will be held Sunday, August 28
from 10 a.m. – 4 p.m. The air show begins at 2 p.m. General
admission is free. There is a $5 fee per vehicle for parking.

“Families come to tour the planes on the ground but they stay for
the excitement of the air show,” said County Executive, L. Brooks
Patterson. “The airport open house committee decided this year
that it was time to give the fans more of what they love.”

Dacy Air Shows pilots return
this year to dazzle the crowds
with aerobatic maneuvers.
Susan Dacy, one of only a few
women performing airshows
in a biplane, will fly her Super
Stearman which she calls “Big
Red.” Michael Vaknin will have
spectators on the edge of
their seats with gyroscopic
and high-g maneuvers in his Extra 300 airplane. And Doug Dodge
will make the crowd “oooh” and “aaah” as he flips his one-of-a-kind
stunt biplane Machaira end-over-end in midair. Machaira means
two-edged sword in Greek.

Kevin Copeland of KC Aerosports in Traverse City will get the
crowd’s adrenaline pumping as he performs aerobatics in his
Belanca Super Decathlon during the air show. Rounding out the
performances will be pilots Tom Proctor and Marty Tibbits in their
Cold War-era military trainer jets from the World Heritage Air
Museum.

Aviation enthusiasts will be
able to explore about 50
aircraft at the open house
including Tuskegee Motor
Gliders, warbirds and
vintage jets. World War II
military vehicles will also be
on display alongside the
Oakland County Sherriff's
helicopter and Beaumont
One, Beaumont Health’s air medical transportation service. Remote
control giant scale aircraft operators will fly demonstrations as well.
In addition, individuals can take-off in a helicopter for $35 or an
airplane for $25 per adult, $20 for kids under 12, and $55 for one
adult and two kids.

For children there will be a play area equipped with bounce houses
and a rock wall. Bill Crell, “The NASA Guy,” will show off his latest
experiments and demonstrations. Plus, there will be a health and
safety fair from 10 a.m. – 2 p.m. including the Michigan Child ID
Program, which informs families about abduction prevention and
provides fingerprinting for children.

The OCIA Open House and Airshow Committee continues its
annual tradition of hosting a pancake breakfast from 8-11 a.m. The
cost is $7 for adults and $5 for kids 12 and under.

Attendees may also tour the nation’s first LEED-Gold certified
general aviation terminal. Open since 2011, the new eco-friendly
terminal features solar panels and wind turbines, solar hot water
heater, and a geothermal field all designed to reduce energy
consumption. Today, the terminal has reduced its energy
consumption by 44 percent.

“Whether you’re an aviation buff or just a kid deep down inside, the
Open House & Air Show has something for everyone,” said J. David
VanderVeen, Oakland County’s director of central services, who
oversees the airport. “This truly is an event the whole family can
enjoy.”

This is OCIA’s 31st annual open house. For more information, go
to www.OakGov.com/aviation or go to OCIA’s Facebook page at
OakGovAirport and click on events. The airport is located at 6500
Highland Road in Waterford.
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Children’s Village Youth Graduate from
Dale Carnegie Training Program

Twelve at-risk youth who are in

the Oakland County Children’s

Village residential treatment

program graduated from the

Dale Carnegie Teen Program at

the Children’s Village Training

Center, thanks to the vision of

Brother Rice High School student, Aaron Danish, and the

generosity of rock legend Bob Seger and his wife Nita. 

“Aaron and the Segers together have improved the likelihood that

these 12 teens will succeed when they complete the Children’s

Village residential treatment program,” Oakland County Executive,

L. Brooks Patterson, said. “I’m grateful for their generosity.”

Danish, who took the Dale Carnegie Teen Program course then

became a volunteer graduate assistant, recognized how valuable

these skills would be to at-risk teens. Danish approached his

mother, Dr. Myra Danish, a Children’s Village Foundation board

member, about bringing the program to Children’s Village.

Together, they sought out the Segers for their support who didn’t

hesitate to fund the program.

The Dale Carnegie Teen Program has three main benefits,

according to the younger Danish. First, is to build self-confidence,

overcome fear and shyness, and maintain a positive attitude.

Second, to learn how to manage stress and focus in times of

challenge, so you make better choices. Third, to build interpersonal

skills, communicate better and develop leadership skills,”. “If kids

don’t have strong family or community around them in their

teenage years, how else would they learn these skills?” Danish

said. Dale Carnegie Instructor, Kathy Tosian, taught the course to

eligible teens at Children’s Village. 

The Children’s Village Training Center is located at 1100 County
Center Drive, Building 57 West, in Waterford Township.

Children’s Village is Oakland County’s residential facility for children

and youths who are in need of out-of-home services. Youth are

placed in Children’s Village by court order or by the Michigan

Department of Health and Human Services. Children’s Village

provides residential care and comprehensive treatment services

for youth and their families. To learn more about Children’s Village,

go to OakGov.com/Village.

The Children’s Village Foundation provides funding for extra-

curricular educational programs as well as special projects and

activities. The foundation is made up of volunteers from the

community and every dollar raised has a direct impact on the

children. For more information about Children’s Village Foundation

visit www.cvfoundation.com.

Ambassador of  the Month   

Lisa Rochford

Connections Business Services

Lisa started Connections Business Services
in 2012 with the Waterford Township Public
Library as her first client. Connections
Business Services is a marketing consulting
company that helps small businesses and
organizations with marketing plan
development and deployment, social media,
logo development, marketing collateral
design and targeted marketing efforts.

Rochford began her career in the financial services field as a
national account manager for an insurance company that sold
insurance products to banks and credit unions. She was
responsible for business development, account installation,
client relationships and training. After the company was
purchased, the corporate offices were moved to Chicago and
Toronto. Rochford then joined her family’s flower shop, Accent
Flowers & Gifts as the marketing director where she continued
to fine-tune her networking skills and learned to market the
business on a shoestring budget.  

Lisa has a unique skill set she brings to her clients, with the
corporate knowledge, presentation skills and closing skills she
also understands that small business owners don’t have the
time to be an expert at everything. Connections Business
Services acts as a company’s marketing department. What sets
Connections Business Services apart from other marketing firms
is that Rochford can show a client how to do something or do
the project such as Facebook posting or email newsletters. CBS
offers a free initial consultation and makes marketing services
affordable for small business owners.

Lisa grew up in Macomb, IL and currently lives in Waterford with
her husband, Mark, and daughter, Rachel.  She has served as
president of the Chamber, executive board member and
currently enjoys meeting new Chamber members through her
role as Chamber Ambassador. 

Visit www.connectionsbiz.com or call 248-766-3962 for
more information.

MEMBERS IN THE NEWS continued...
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MEMBERS IN THE NEWS continued...

FLINT BUSINESS SUMMIT

The Governor’s Office and the Flint-Genesee Chamber of

Commerce have asked the MEDC to organize a large business

matchmaking summit in Flint on September 22nd. The ‘Flint

Business Summit’ will connect large and growing purchasers to

innovative, price-competitive Michigan suppliers statewide. The

summit will take place on September 22 in Downtown Flint at the

Riverfront Banquet Center on UM Flint’s campus. 

The Summit is expecting 400+ companies in attendance, and 500-

700 people. Any Waterford member businesses who would like to

work with the purchasers listed below, please visit the following link

(which contains over 300 procurement needs from some of

Michigan’s largest and fastest-growing companies):  
http://www.michiganbusiness.org/grow/pure-michigan-business-
connect/b2b/?page=%23summit%2FFlint

Participating purchasers include: Absopure, Barton Malow,

Beaumont Health System, Champion Foods, Comerica Bank,

Consumers Energy, Delphi, Denso, Detroit Tigers, DTE Energy, Fiat-

Chrysler, Food Bank Council of Michigan, Ford Motor Company,

General Motors, Genesee Packaging, Rock Ventures/Greektown

Casino, Huntington Bank, KUKA Systems, Landaal Packaging,

MGM Grand, Michigan State University, Illitch Holdings/Motor City

Casino, Roush Industries, Rush Trucking, State of Michigan

(Department of Technology Management and Budget), Steelcase,

University of Michigan, Walmart, Wayne State University, ZF-TRW

and many more.

2016 Pure Michigan Utility Summit

Pure Michigan Business Connect, in partnership with Consumers

Energy and DTE Energy, is excited to announce the 2016 Pure

Michigan Utility Summit will be held on October 18th at the

Radisson Plaza Hotel at Kalamazoo Center. 

This invitation-only matchmaking initiative will match qualified

Michigan suppliers to the two companies in an attempt to fill

procurement gaps. Some of the nearly 75 needs include:

automotive lubricants, cable and wire, electrical supplies, office

supplies, pumps and motors, and many more. Additionally, nearly

20 tier one suppliers of Consumers Energy and DTE Energy will

be at the event as exhibitors with potential sourcing opportunities. 

To be considered for an opportunity for a one-on-one meeting,

please complete the online application (link below) by close of

business Tuesday, September 6th. 

Link: http://www.michiganbusiness.org/grow/pure-michigan-
business-connect/b2b/?page=%23summit%2FUtility

Participating tier one exhibitors: Anixter, Aristeo Construction,

Bartech, Barton Malow, Belle Tire, Choctaw-Kaul, CLS

Continental Linen, Commercial Construction Inc., Ideal

Contracting, Johnstone Supply, RKA, Roncelli, SF Electronics,

Strategic Staffing Solutions, and many more to come!
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Did you ever want to have
your own radio show?
Introducing Waterford’s
Internet Radio Station,

MNOW Radio.

Media Network of Waterford is expanding its mass media
workshops to include internet radio. Denise McLeod, Operations
Manager, says that, “In today’s world, media and communication
has become so important Media Network is now able to offer
residents local news and entertainment on many platforms, and
that’s what we intend to do.” Executive Director, Josh Bowren,
agrees, “Media Network has always been a video/production facility
providing free production workshops to local residents. Radio
seems to be the next logical step to give the Waterford Community,
with more access our community based media programs.” 

MNOW Radio, is pre-recording programs and playing them on our
website, www.mnowradio.org. We’ve also licensed the radio station
under ASCAP and BMI so volunteers can use any type of music in
their radio programs. MNOW radio will be a mix of talk radio and
music.  Waterford Cable Coordinator, Gary Allison, would like
MNOW Radio to move in the direction of purchasing an FCC license
and an antenna that broadcast our signal over FM radio all over
Waterford. This would allow us to expand our viewer outreach and
broadcast interactively, live at Waterford events like Quake on the
Lake, parades and Waterford sporting events. Stacie Burns Natale,
Vice President of Bryan’s Hope (a non-profit anti opiate/Heroin
organization), currently produces a radio show called, “Recovery
Unfiltered.” MNOW radio is a great asset to our community, it
enables Bryan’s Hope to talk about addiction and address the drug
epidemic that’s happening right now. Another radio show, “Recover
Unfiltered” will be a platform for all pathways to recovery and
resources.” 

So far MNOW Radio has been approached by many eager
Waterford volunteers who are signing up to try radio as the next
media outlet for their programing.  We also will be offering MNOW
Radio sponsorships to help pay for any additional costs operating
this new radio station.  If you would like to sign up for free video
production workshops, or training for starting your own radio show,
go to www.medianetworkofwaterford.org or call 248-682-0401
see you soon!

BAKER COLLEGE TO SPONSOR 
STATEWIDE WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT EVENT FOR

HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS

Successful regional competitions have connected students, and
business partners to solve real-world problems; state winners
receive two-year college scholarships

IChallengeU, which invites high school students to develop
solutions to real-world business problems, will include a state
competition in 2017. IChallengeU is an intense, two-week summer
educational opportunity for high school juniors and seniors. It pits

teams of students against each other to develop solutions to
problems or obstacles experienced by partner companies and
organizations. On the final day, each team presents its solution in a
10-minute presentation. Judges select the team that did the best
job of developing and presenting its solution.

Next year, teams that win at the regional level will advance to the
new state competition titled IChallengeU Michigan. It is set for
Friday, July 28, 2017, and will be hosted by Baker College at one
of its Michigan campuses. Each winning team member will receive
a Baker College scholarship for a two-year associate degree, or
equivalent.

“The IChallengeU program was created to help gain public
awareness of, and support for, overcoming a shortage of trained
workers and the disconnect between the public and the actual
needs of the business community,” said Robert Tebo, Michigan
Works! Southeast director—regional business fellowship. “Baker
College will be an excellent state contest sponsor. Its high quality
programs are uniquely designed to meet employer needs, which is
what IChallengeU is all about.”

During the two-week IChallengeU session, specially trained
teachers and civic, business and community leaders provide
guidance and information to help students identify solutions to
problems posed. Included are general sessions in leadership and
teamwork, multiple meetings with the assigned business partner
and a tour of the company’s facilities. Examples of problems used
in past challenges are:

· For a credit union – Identify ways education and training for e-
services can streamline the banking process and demonstrate
benefits to members. 

· For a parts manufacturer – Identify changes that can improve
attendance of hourly employees.

In 2017, multiple higher education institutions will provide incentives
to students at the regional level: All participating students will receive
two to three articulated college credits and winning team members
will receive $1,000 scholarships.

Peter W. Karsten, Ph.D., CPA, Baker College of Auburn Hills
President, said, “IChallengeU is an outstanding program for high
school students to begin to explore employment options and
become motivated to be part of an improved workforce. We look
forward to helping Michigan Works! Southeast, the Ottawa Area
ISD and other. 

To send a team to the state contest, regional programs must have
at least three teams, each with three to eight students.
Competitions with seven or more teams can send two teams to the
state contest. Tebo encouraged organizations that want to host a
regional program to contact him as soon as possible, as the
number of sites eligible to send students to the state contest will
be limited to six in 2017. The number of teams will increase by three
each following year.

For more information about how schools, organizations and
businesses can get involved in the 2017 competitions, visit
www.IChallengeUMI.com or contact Robert Tebo, Michigan
Works! Southeast, 517-673-0383 or rtebo@scmw.org.
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Message from the President...

– Return Service Request –

How time flies! Can you believe back to

school is here and fall colors are around the

corner?  August was a full and eventful

month for The Waterford Area Chamber of

Commerce. Three of our most popular

events were held including Oakland

Uncorked, the 16th Annual Golf Classic, as

well as the 3rd Annual Skeet & Meet, which were all well attended

and very successful.  An unbelievable amount of work goes into

pulling off all of these great events, but to have three in one month

takes extraordinary effort.  A big THANK YOU goes out to the

Chamber staff, committee members and volunteers who helped

make each event happen.  

Amy Vernon, Le’Flair Decorating & Staging

President  


